Bylaws
of the
Florida High School

Activities Association, Inc.
2002-03 Edition

These Bylaws have been adopted by a two-thirds majority vote of the Representative Assem-
bly of the Florida High School Activities Association and are applicable to the 2002-03 school
year. Substantive changes are shaded.
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Revisions to Bylaws Effective July 1, 2002

Article Page Revision
363 13 Clarifies that a student who attends a school that is an affiliate member of the Associa-
tion may participate in interscholastic athletic competition only at the affiliate school.

442() 21 Stipulates that the Commissioner may investigate any purported rules violation by a
member school that may come to his/her attention regardless of whether the violation
is or is not alleged in writing.

451 22 Stipulates that the annual meeting of the Association is the meeting of the Representa-
tive Assembly.

8.1.1 31 Clarifies that school representatives are required to adhere to the standards of sports-
manship before, during and after an interscholastic event.

11.28 46 Stipulates that in schools in which the end of the fall semester coincides with the
beginning of the winter holidays, the holidays are an extension of the fall semester;
and, a student’s eligibility status in the fall semester continues through the holidays.

11.2.10 47 Stipulates that in schools in which the end of the fall semester coincides with the
beginning of the winter holidays, the seven calendar days allotted for determining the
eligibility of students begins on the first day of classes in the spring semester.

11.2.13 47 Stipulates that in schools in which the end of the fall semester coincides with the
beginning of the winter holidays, the seven calendar days allotted for determining the
eligibility of students begins on the first day of classes in the spring semester.

1133 49 Changes the term “transfers to” to “enrolls in.”

11.34 49 Changes the term “transfers to” to “enrolls in.”

1135 49 11.3.5 that defined a school community was deleted; previous 11.3.6 renumbered.

1142 49 Consolidates old 11.4.2 and 11.4.3; subsequent bylaws renumbered.

1143 50 Changes the term “not signing” to “not approving” with regard to the action a principal
may take with regard to an Application for Waiver of the Transfer Rule.

11111 59 Clarifies that students must adhere to the principles of good sportsmanship and ethics
during activities before, during and after an athletic contest.

1212 64 Clarifies that the costs of any investigation for which the Association is entitled to
reimbursement includes attorney’s fees, legal fees and all other related costs.

1214 65 12.1.4 prohibiting investigations into alleged violations occuring prior to the previous
school year was deleted.

13.21 71 Clarifies Association can recover attorney fees in processing appeals filed by member
schools in which the findings of the Commissioner and penalties imposed are upheld.

1331 74 Clarifies Association can recover attorney fees in processing appeals filed by member
schools in which the findings of the Commissioner are upheld.

1341 75 Clarifies Association can recover attorney fees in processing appeals filed by member
schools in which the findings of the Commissioner are upheld.
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BYLAW, ARTICLE 1

Name and Location

— ot
N —

1.1 Name

1.1.1 This Association shall be known as the Florida
High School Activities Association, Inc., a non-profit corpo-
ration, and shall be a voluntary association. [Effective July
1, 2003, the name of this Association shall be the Florida
High School Athletic Association, Inc., a non-profit corpo-
ration, and shall be a voluntary association. This amend-
ment is contingent upon the Florida Legislature amending
$.232.60, and any other reference to the name of the Associa-
tion in Florida Statutes; as well as the successful amendment
of the Association’s articles of incorporation by the effective
date. |

1.2 Location

1.2.1 Its principal place of business shall be Gaines-
ville, Florida.
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The notes contained in the
margin are for explanation,
information and reference
purposes only and do not
constitute a part of the
Bylaws or Policies of this
Association.

The recommendation to
change the name of the
Association was made by the
commissioner, sponsored
by the Board of Directors and
adopted by a vote of the 2002
Representative Assembly.
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BYLAW, ARTICLE 2

Aim

2.1 AiM. e 8
2.2 Membership in National Federation ............ 8

2.1 Aim

211 The aim of this Association shall be to promote,
direct, supervise and regulate all interscholastic athletic
activities of high school students; to establish, maintain, and
enforce such regulations as may be necessary to assure that
all such activities shall be part of and contribute toward the
entire educational program of the State of Florida; to cooper-
ate closely with the Florida Department of Education in the
development of interscholastic athletic activities; to promote
the spirit of sportsmanship and fair play in all athletic con-
tests; to safeguard the physical, mental, and moral welfare of
high school students and protect them from exploitation.

2.2 Membership in National Federation

2.21 This Association shall hold membership in the
National Federation of State High School Associations, and
shall be governed by the rules and regulations thereof as far
as practicable.
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BYLAW, ARTICLE 3

Membership

3.1 Eligible Schools............cccevvviieiiiiiiiinnnnns 9
3.2 Organization of Member Schools............... 10
3.3 Application for Membership .................... 10
3.4 Obligations of Membership ..................... 1
3.5 Termination of Membership..................... 12
3.6 Affiliate Membership............................. 12
3.7 Administrative Sections ......................... 13

3.1 Eligible Schools

3.1.1 All schools with grades 6 through 12 or any
combination thereof, both public and nonpublic, which are
located in and serve students of the State of Florida, and
which are recognized by the Florida Department of Educa-
tion as schools, whether accredited or not, are eligible for
membership in this Association.

3.1.2 A cooperative of home education programs
may become a member of this Association provided: (a) the
cooperative establishes a governing board which appoints an
individual who shall serve as the cooperative’s designated
representative so far as the obligations of the cooperative
to this Association are concerned; (b) the cooperative pays
membership dues and other such fees as established by the
Board of Directors under the authority of these Bylaws;
(c) each participating student has basic medical insur-
ance coverage and has catastrophic insurance coverage
provided by the cooperative or independently secured; (d)
the cooperative purchases and maintains liability insurance
coverage which names this Association as an insured party;
(e) the representative at the conclusion of each semester
certifies to the Commissioner on a form to be provided by
the office of this Association that each student participating
in interscholastic athletic competition in the cooperative
meets the minimum grade point average standards which
are required of all students; and (f) each student participat-
ing in interscholastic athletic competition must comply with
eligibility requirements regarding age and limits of eligibil-
ity. Home education cooperatives which become members
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See Policy 6, “Member School
Insurance Requirements,” on
page 100.

of this Association may participate in interscholastic athletic
competition against any other member school; however,
such cooperatives shall not be permitted to compete against
nonmember schools or nonmember cooperatives.

3.2 Organization of Member Schools

3.2.1 Member schools shall be categorized as high
schools, junior high schools or middle schools. A high
school must have the 10th grade or higher as the terminal
grade of the school and may be a two-year, a three-year or a
four-year senior high school; or a six-year junior-senior high
school. A junior high school must have the ninth grade as the
terminal grade of the school and may be a one-year center,
a two-year school or a three-year school. A middle school
may serve the sixth, seventh and eighth grades, or any com-
bination thereof. A school’s categorization as a high school,
junior high school or middle school shall be determined by
its last report to the Florida Department of Education. Junior
high schools or middle schools which have independent
plants and/or separate principals must hold separate mem-
berships in this Association.

3.3 Application for Membership

3.3.1 The Commissioner, not later than May 1, shall
mail to each member school an application for renewal of
membership for the following school year. A continuing
member school shall return the completed application for
renewal of membership to the Commissioner in an enve-
lope bearing a postmark not later than May 15 if it is to
be accepted without penalty. The penalty for late filing of
membership application shall be $50.00. In making applica-
tion for membership in this Association, the principal shall
certify that the District School Board, or the governing board
of his/her school, has approved his/her school’s continuing
membership in this Association, and its compliance with the
Bylaws and regulations thereof. Each principal, on his/her
school’s annual application for membership, shall name the
school’s official representative to the Association. This rep-
resentative must be either the principal or his/her designee.
That designee must either be an assistant principal or athletic
director housed within that same school.
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3.3.2 A prospective new member school shall file its
application for membership by mailing same postage paid
to the Association office in an envelope bearing a postmark
not later than August 1. An application for membership filed
by a prospective new member which is postmarked later
than August 1 shall not be accepted for the current school
year. The Commissioner shall be empowered to set aside the
provisions of this bylaw for the benefit of schools seeking
first-time admittance as a middle school, junior high school
or affiliate member.

3.3.3 Where deadline dates fall on a Saturday, Sunday
or legal holiday as established by Florida Law, the deadline
shall be the next day which is not a Saturday, Sunday or legal
holiday.

3.4 Obligations of Membership

3.4.1 By signing the membership application, each
principal shall bind himself/herself and the members of his/
her school faculty to familiarize themselves with the Bylaws
and regulations of this Association and to instruct the stu-
dent body in them, especially those who are candidates for
interscholastic athletic activities; to keep on file detailed
academic, athletic, and attendance records of all students;
to forward promptly to the Commissioner all eligibility
reports and records required; to enforce the provisions of the
Bylaws and regulations of this Association within his/her
school; and to abide by the administrative decisions of the
Board of Directors, Sectional Appeals Committee and Com-
missioner in the enforcement of the provisions of the Bylaws
and regulations of this Association. All information called
for on the renewal application shall be furnished.

3.4.2 The administrative decisions of the Board of
Directors, Sectional Appeals Committee and Commissioner
shall be accepted in good faith by all member schools. The
principal of any member school who, by any act or attitude,
shall refuse to accept, or shall hold in contempt or derision,
or shall permit or acquiesce in such contempt or derision on
the part of any group or individual associated with his/her
school, shall subject his/her school to expulsion from this
Association. These provisions are not to be construed as
preventing the principal of a member school from exercising
his/her school’s right to due process by appealing decisions
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of the Commissioner to the Sectional Appeals Committee
and/or the Board of Directors.

3.5 Termination of Membership

3.5.1 Any member school which withdraws from this
Association or is expelled from membership in this Associa-
tion shall be readmitted or reinstated only upon payment of
a five hundred dollar ($500.00) readmittance fee which shall
be in addition to the amount of annual dues as set by the
Board of Directors. Any school meeting this criteria shall
not be considered a new member as far as payment of annual
dues is concerned and shall be assessed dues as a continuing
member.

3.6 Affiliate Membership

3.6.1 Certain senior high schools which do not desire
to enter into full membership in this Association, but which
desire to participate in interscholastic athletic competition
with member schools, may make application to the Com-
missioner for affiliate membership in this Association by the
deadlines established in Article 3.3.2, provided the school
has a combined enrollment of less than 100 students in
grades 10 through 12, and the school has student eligibility
guidelines which are comparable to those of this Associa-
tion. In making application to the Commissioner for affiliate
membership, a school must:

(A) Explain why it does not desire to become a full
member in this Association;

(B) Document its enrollment in grades 10 through 12 com-
bined;

(C) Provide a copy of its policies governing the eligibility
of students who participate in interscholastic athletics as its
representatives;

(D) Certify that it will abide by the rules of the National
Federation of State High School Associations as well as the
regulations of this Association which govern contests in
which any full member participates;

(E) Agree to contract only with officials registered with
this Association for any contest it hosts in which a full
member participates; and

(F) Make full payment of any affiliate membership fee
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which may be established by the Board of Directors.

3.6.2 An affiliate member shall be eligible to partici-
pate in interscholastic competition with any full member in
any sport only during the regular season of competition
established for that sport by the Board of Directors. An
affiliate member shall not be:

(G) Permitted to participate in any athletic tournament or
meet conducted for the purpose of determining an official
state championship in the Florida High School Activities
Association;

(H) Permitted to apply for approval of, or serve as host
for, any multi-school athletic event such as an invitational
tournament or meet which must be approved by this Asso-
ciation;

(I)  Privileged to vote on Association matters; and

(J) Privileged to share in the distribution of Association
funds.

3.6.3 A student who attends a school that is an affiliate
member of this Association shall be eligible to represent in
interscholastic athletic competition only the affiliate member
school that he/she attends.

3.6.4 The Commissioner shall be empowered to
accept or reject any application for affiliate membership. A
school which applies for and is granted affiliate membership
in this Association shall not be eligible for full membership
until the following or subsequent school year.

3.7 Administrative Sections

3.7.1 The Board of Directors shall divide the Asso-
ciation’s membership along existing county lines into four
contiguous and compact administrative sections, each con-
taining an equal or nearly equal number of member schools
to ensure equitable representation on the Association’s
Board of Directors, Representative Assembly, and Sectional
Appeals Committees. Until changed by the Board of Direc-
tors, the four administrative sections shall be defined as fol-
lows:

Section 1: Member schools in Escambia, Santa Rosa,
Okaloosa, Walton, Holmes, Washington, Jackson, Bay,
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BYLAWS

Calhoun, Gadsden, Liberty, Gulf, Franklin, Leon, Wakulla,
Jefferson, Madison, Taylor, Hamilton, Suwannee, Lafayette,
Columbia, Baker, Union, Bradford, Nassau, Duval and Clay
counties.

Section 2: Member schools in Dixie, Gilchrist, Alachua,
Putnam, St. John’s, Flagler, Levy, Marion, Citrus, Her-
nando, Pasco, Sumter, Lake, Volusia, Seminole and Orange
counties.

Section 3: Member schools in Pinellas, Hillsborough, Polk,
Osceola, Brevard, Indian River, Manatee, Sarasota, Hardee,
DeSoto, Highlands, Okeechobee, St. Lucie and Martin
counties.

Section 4: Member schools in Charlotte, Glades, Lee,
Hendry, Collier, Palm Beach, Broward, Dade and Monroe
counties.
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BYLAW, ARTICLE 4

Governance

4.1 Board of Directors ............cccoeeveeniiiennnns 15
4.2 Representative Assembly ....................... 17
4.3 Sectional Appeals Committees................. 19
4.4 COMMISSIONEr ......vvuveieieieieee e, 20
4.5 Annual Meeting ...........cooveiiiiiiinennne. 22
4.6 Compliance with Sunshine Law ................ 22

4.1 Board of Directors

411 The executive authority of this Association shall
be vested in its Board of Directors, which shall be composed
of 15 persons as follows:

(A) Four public member school representatives, one
elected from each of the four administrative sections by
all member school representatives within those respective
administrative sections;

(B) Four nonpublic member school representatives, one
elected from each of the four administrative sections by
all member school representatives within those respective
administrative sections;

(C) Two citizens-at-large appointed by the Commissioner
of Education, one appointed from the two northernmost
administrative sections and one appointed from the two
southernmost administrative sections;

(D) Two district school superintendents, one elected from
the two northernmost administrative sections by the mem-
bers in those sections and one elected from the two south-
ernmost administrative sections by the members in those
sections;

(E) Two district school board members, one elected from
the two northernmost administrative sections by the mem-
bers in those sections and one elected from the two south-
ernmost administrative sections by the members in those
sections; and

(F) The Commissioner of Education or his/her designee
from the Department of Education executive staff.

The district school superintendent and district school board
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member representative from either two sections combined
shall not be from the same public school district.

4.1.2 A quorum of the Board of Directors shall con-
sist of nine members. When a vote is taken on any matter
pending before the Board of Directors, a quorum being pres-
ent, a majority of the votes of the members of the Board of
Directors voting on the matter shall determine the outcome
thereof.

41.3 The officers of the Board of Directors shall be
a President and Vice President who shall be elected by the
Board of Directors from among its members. These officers
also shall serve as officers of the Association with the Com-
missioner, who shall be the Association’s executive officer.
The President shall preside over all meetings of this Asso-
ciation and the Board of Directors, and perform other duties
pertaining to the office. The President shall have no vote
except in case of a tie or in the case of electing President and
Vice President of the Board of Directors. The Vice President
shall act as President in the absence of the President or his/
her incapacity to perform his/her duty. The Commissioner
shall have no vote.

4.1.4 The authority and duties of the Board of Direc-
tors, acting as a body and in accordance with the Associa-
tion’s Bylaws, are as follows:

(A) To act as the incorporated Association’s Board of
Directors and to fulfill the obligations of such as required by
the Association’s charter and articles of incorporation;

(B) To establish such guidelines, regulations, policies and
procedures as are authorized by the Bylaws;

(C) To provide a Commissioner for the Association;

(D) To levy annual dues and other fees and to set the per-
centage of contest receipts which is to be collected by the
Association;

(E) To approve the budget of the Association;

(F) To organize and conduct statewide interscholastic
athletic competitions, which may or may not lead to state
championships, and to establish the terms and conditions for
these competitions; and

(G) To act as an administrative board in the interpretation
of, and final decision on, all questions and appeals arising
from the directing of interscholastic athletics of member
schools.
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4.1.5 The Board of Directors shall meet a minimum
of five times annually. The date, time and place of each
meeting shall be determined by its members. Additional
meetings of the Board of Directors may be called by the
President.

4.1.6 Members of the Board of Directors shall serve
terms of three years and are eligible to succeed themselves
only once. A member of the Board of Directors, other than
the Commissioner of Education or his/her designee, may
serve a maximum of six consecutive years. In order to
establish a rotation of terms to ensure that a majority of the
members’ terms do not expire concurrently, the following
initial terms of office commencing with the 1997-98 school
year shall apply: Section 1 — Public, three years; Nonpublic,
two years; Section 2 — Public, two years; Nonpublic, three
years; Section 3 — Public, one year; Nonpublic, three years;
Section 4, Public, three years; Nonpublic one year; Sections
1 and 2 — Superintendent, two years, School Board member,
three years, Citizen-At-Large, two years; Sections 3 and 4,
Superintendent, three years, School Board member, two
years, Citizen-At-Large, three years. Representatives whose
initial terms under this stagger are less than a full three years
shall be considered to have served a full term.

4.1.7 Each Director shall take office on July 1 fol-
lowing his/her election or appointment and shall serve for
a three-year term, except as otherwise provided in these
Bylaws, or until a successor has been elected or appointed.

4.2 Representative Assembly

4.2.1 The legislative authority of this Association
shall be vested in its Representative Assembly, which shall
be composed of the following:

(A) An equal number of member school representatives
elected from each of the four administrative sections;

(B) Four district school superintendents, one elected from
each of the four administrative sections by the district school
superintendents in their respective administrative sections;
(C) Four district school board members, one elected from
each of the four administrative sections by the district school
board members in their respective administrative sections;
and
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(D) The Commissioner of Education or his/her designee
from the Department of Education executive staff.

No member of the Board of Directors other than the Com-
missioner of Education or his or designee can serve on the
Representative Assembly.

The Board of Directors shall establish the number of
member school representatives to serve in the Representa-
tive Assembly from each of the four administrative sec-
tions, shall establish the method for their election, and shall
establish a rotation of terms to ensure that a majority of the
members’ terms do not expire concurrently. Additionally, the
Board of Directors shall be authorized to appoint an equal
number of member school representatives from each admin-
istrative section as it deems necessary to ensure racial and
gender diversity in the Representative Assembly.

4.2.2 A quorum of the Representative Assembly shall
consist of one more than half of its members.

4.2.3 The Representative Assembly shall elect a chair-
person and a vice chairperson from among its members. The
chairperson shall preside over all meetings of the Assembly
and shall have a vote in all matters. The vice chairperson
shall serve in the capacity of chairperson in the absence
of the chairperson or his/her inability to perform his/her
duties.

4.2.4 The authority of the Representative Assembly is
limited to its sole duty, which is to consider, adopt, or reject
any proposed amendments to these Bylaws. The Representa-
tive Assembly, while empowered to adopt, reject, or revise
proposed amendments, may not, in and of itself, as a body
be allowed to propose any amendment for its own consider-
ation.

4.2.5 The Representative Assembly shall meet as a
body annually. A two-thirds majority of the votes cast by
members present is required for passage of any proposal.

4.2.6 Members of the Representative Assembly, other
than the Commissioner of Education or his/her designee,
shall serve terms of two years and are eligible to suc-
ceed themselves for two additional terms. Members of the
Representative Assembly, other than the Commissioner of
Education or his/her designee, may serve a maximum of six
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consecutive years in the Representative Assembly.

4.3 Sectional Appeals Committees

4.3.1 The initial appellate authority of this Association
shall be vested in its Sectional Appeals Committees, one
seated within each administrative section. Each Sectional
Appeals Committee shall be composed of five (5) persons.
Those persons shall be:

(A) Two member public school representatives elected by
the member school representatives within the section;

(B) One member nonpublic school representative elected
by the member school representatives within the section;
(C) One district school superintendent elected by the dis-
trict school superintendents from the public school districts
within the section; and

(D) One district school board member elected by the dis-
trict school board members from the public school districts
within the section.

No member of the Board of Directors shall be eligible to
serve on a Sectional Appeals Committee.

4.3.2 A quorum of the Sectional Appeals Commit-
tee shall consist of three (3) members. In the absence of
a quorum, the Commissioner shall appoint a replacement
to serve for that meeting only. The replacement shall be a
person who is qualified to serve in that position. When a vote
is taken on any matter pending before the Sectional Appeals
Committee, a quorum being present, a majority of the votes
of the members of the Sectional Appeals Committee voting
on the matter shall determine the outcome thereof.

4.3.3 Each Sectional Appeals Committee shall elect
from among its members a chairperson and vice chair-
person. The chairperson shall preside over all meetings of
the committee and shall vote only in case of a tie. The vice
chairperson shall serve in the capacity of chairperson in the
absence of the chairperson.

4.3.4 In the event that a school of which a member of a
Sectional Appeals Committee is associated makes an appeal
or becomes a party to a controversy, that member shall be
disqualified. The same procedure shall be followed if, for
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FExamples of provisions of
Florida Statutes that cannot
be waived include, but are
not limited to, the manda-
fory grade point average
requirements, the definition
of a grading period as being
one semester; the manda-
fory grading scale; and the
authority of school districts
lo establish codes of conduct
by which students must abide
fo be éeljgible to participate

in interscholastic athletic
competition.

any reason, one or more members of the committee cannot
serve.

4.3.5 The authority and duties of the Sectional Appeals
Committee shall be to consider requests by member schools
seeking exceptions to the Bylaws and regulations of this
Association, to hear undue hardship eligibility cases which
are filed by member schools on behalf of students, and to
hear appeals of decisions rendered by the Commissioner
which are filed by member schools. The Sectional Appeals
Committee shall have no authority to waive any provision of
Florida Statutes.

4.3.6 Each Sectional Appeals Committee shall meet as
needed to carry out its duties nine times annually during the
school year: between August 10 and 20, September 1 and
15, October 1 and 15, November 1 and 15, December 1 and
15, January 1 and 15, February 1 and 15, March 1 and 15,
and April 1 and 15.”

4.3.7 Members of a Sectional Appeals Committee
shall serve terms of three years and are eligible to succeed
themselves only once. A member of the Sectional Appeals
Committee may serve a maximum of six consecutive years.
In order to establish a rotation of terms to ensure that a
majority of the members’ terms do not expire concurrently,
the following initial terms of office commencing with the
1997-98 school year shall apply: three years, the elected
member school representative who receives the greatest
number of votes; two years, the elected member school
representative who receives the second greatest number of
votes; one year, the elected member school representative
who receives the third greatest number of votes; three years,
the elected district school board members in Sections 1 and 3
and the elected district school superintendents in Sections 2
and 4; two years, the elected district school superintendents
in Sections 1 and 3 and the elected district school board
members in Sections 2 and 4. Representatives whose initial
terms under this stagger are less than a full three years shall
be considered to have served a full term.

4.4 Commissioner

441 The Commissioner, the Association’s executive
officer, shall be appointed by the Board of Directors. The
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person chosen shall be employed under written contract for
a stated period of time. The contract is to be renewed under
conditions mutually satisfactory to the Commissioner and
the Board of Directors. However, no person may serve as
Commissioner beyond the end of the fiscal year in which
his/her seventieth birthday occurs.

4.4.2 The duties of the Commissioner shall be:

(A) To manage and direct the affairs of this Association.
(B) To interpret all Bylaws, guidelines, regulations, poli-
cies and procedures of this Association and issue rulings per-
taining to such interpretations. The Commissioner shall have
the authority to waive the Bylaws of the Association in order
to comply with statutory changes.

(C) To prepare and submit to the Board of Directors not
later than June 30 a proposed budget for the following fiscal
year for the Board of Director’s tentative approval. Final
approval of a budget shall be made by the Board of Direc-
tors during its first meeting of the new fiscal year.

(D) To receive all funds of this Association; to disburse all
funds within the budget fixed by the Board of Directors; to
keep accurate records of all funds received and disbursed;
and to make such reports as may be required by the Board of
Directors.

(E) To publish annually a calendar of events, including
interscholastic athletic activities sponsored by this Associa-
tion.

(F) To issue a membership list of this Association as of
July 1 each year, and keep the member schools informed of
any changes in that list.

(G) To prepare and issue to member schools necessary
forms and other supplies.

(H) To receive and check all reports from member
schools.

(I)  To pass upon the eligibility of all students who partici-
pate in those activities which are under the authority of this
Association.

(J) To investigate all violations of the bylaws, policies
or other rules of this Association that may come to his/her
attention and assess penalties for such violations. This
includes the forfeiture of athletic contests.

(K) To call upon members of the Board of Directors to
perform such duties as may be necessary and expedient.

(L) To call upon the Board of Directors for advice and
assistance.

(M) To keep a record of all meetings of this Association,
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Bylaw 4.5.1 amenaded by the
2002 Representative Assem-
bly; stipulates that the annual
meeting of the Association is
the meeting of the Represen-
lative Assembly.

the Board of Directors, the Representative Assembly, the
Sectional Appeals Committees, and all correspondence of
this Association.

(N) To review all controversies between member schools
and render decisions thereon.

(O) To approve all tournament, meet and contest schedules
and to have general supervision over such tournaments,
meets and contests under the rules and regulations of this
Association.

(P) To perform such other duties as may be assigned by
the Board of Directors, and refer any of his/her official rul-
ings to the Sectional Appeals Committee or Board of Direc-
tors for review upon request of any member school.

4.5 Annual Meeting

4.5.1 The annual meeting of the Representative
Assembly shall be the annual meeting of this Association.
The Association’s member schools shall be represented
at the annual meeting by the duly elected members of the
Representative Assembly. The Commissioner shall notify
all members of the Representative Assembly as to the exact
time and place of the meeting not less than 30 days in
advance of the date set. Member school representatives who
are not members of the Representative Assembly shall have
no vote at the annual meeting.

4.6 Compliance with Sunshine Law

4.6.1 All meetings of this Association in which busi-
ness is conducted shall be operated in compliance with the
Florida Sunshine Law.
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BYLAW, ARTICLE 5

Elections
and Vacancies

5.1 Elections .........oouieiieiieees 23
5.2 Vacancy on the Board of Directors ............. 24
5.3 Vacancy on the Representative Assembly ....25
5.4 Vacancy on the

Sectional Appeals Committees............. 25

5.1 Elections

5.1.1 The election of member school representatives
to the Board of Directors and Sectional Appeals Committees
shall be according to the following procedure:

(A) No later than February 1 each year, the Commissioner
shall mail to the representative of each member school in
each administrative section in which a member of the Board
of Directors and/or Sectional Appeals Committee is to be
elected, a letter requesting candidates for the seat(s) avail-
able. A member school representative who wishes to declare
his/her candidacy for either a seat on the Board of Directors
or the Sectional Appeals Committee shall make such decla-
ration in writing to the Commissioner so that it is received in
the office of the Association by February 15.

(B) The Commissioner shall mail an official ballot to the
representative of each member school on or before April 1.
The official ballot shall contain the names of all announced
candidates and a line for a write-in candidate and shall be
returnable to the office of this Association on or before
April 10. Each representative of a member school shall vote
for one candidate on the official ballot, which shall bear
his/her signature and the name of the school which he/she
represents. The candidate receiving a majority of the votes
cast shall be declared by the Commissioner to have been
elected.

(C) 1If no candidate receives a majority of the votes cast
on the first official ballot, a second official ballot shall be
distributed, bearing the names of the two candidates who
received the highest number of votes on the first official
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ballot and a second vote shall be taken on them only. Ten
days shall be allowed between the mailing of the second
official ballot and the return of the ballot to the office of
this Association. The candidate receiving the majority of
the votes cast on the second ballot shall be declared by the
Commissioner to have been elected. However, in the event
of a tie vote on the second ballot, the Board of Directors, by
majority vote, shall determine the winner.

5.1.2 The procedure for election of member school
representatives to the Representative Assembly shall be
established by the Board of Directors.

5.1.3 The election of district school superintendents to
the Board of Directors, the Sectional Appeals Committees
and the Representative Assembly shall be the responsibility
of the Florida Association of District School Superinten-
dents. The election of district school board members to the
Board of Directors, the Sectional Appeals Committees and
the Representative Assembly shall be the responsibility of
the Florida School Boards Association.

5.2 Vacancy on the Board of Directors

5.2.1 In the event a vacancy occurs in any seat on
the Board of Directors that is held by an elected member
school representative, the Board of Directors shall appoint a
qualified individual from the representative group to fill the
vacant seat until the next regularly scheduled election of this
Association at which time an individual will be elected to
serve the duration of the unexpired term.

5.2.2 In the event a vacancy occurs in any seat on
the Board of Directors which is held by a district school
superintendent or district school board member, the Florida
Association of District School Superintendents or the
Florida School Boards Association, respectively, shall be
responsible for promptly filling the vacant office.

5.2.3 If a vacancy occurs in the Office of President or
Vice President of this Association, the Board of Directors
shall elect a successor from among its members to serve the
remainder of the unexpired term.
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5.3 Vacancy on the Representative
Assembly

5.3.1 In the event a vacancy occurs in any seat on
the Representative Assembly, the Board of Directors shall
appoint a qualified individual from the representative group
to fill the vacant seat until the next regularly scheduled elec-
tion of this Association at which time an individual will be
elected to serve the duration of the unexpired term.

5.4 Vacancy on the Sectional Appeals
Committees

5.4.1 In the event a vacancy occurs in any seat on a
Sectional Appeals Committee, the Board of Directors shall
appoint a qualified individual from the representative group
to fill the vacant seat until the next regularly scheduled elec-
tion of this Association at which time an individual will be
elected to serve the duration of the unexpired term.

5.4.2 If a vacancy occurs in the Office of Chairperson
or Vice Chairperson of a Sectional Appeals Committee, the
respective Committee shall elect a successor from among its
members to serve the remainder of the unexpired term.
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Membership dues and fees for
the 2002-03 school year can
be found in Policy 7, “Finan-
cial Policies,” on page 101.

BYLAW, ARTICLE 6

Financial Structure

6.1 DUBS oo 26
6.2 Budget......c.ooevniei 26
6.3 Audit....coonininiii s 27

6.1 Dues

6.1.1 The amount of annual dues shall be determined
by the Board of Directors. Annual dues for continuing mem-
bers are payable July 1. Dues for the initial year of all new
members are payable at the time of joining.

6.1.2 The representative of any member school who
fails to mail his/her school’s annual dues in an envelope
postmarked not later than September 30 shall be dropped
from membership in this Association, but the school may be
permitted to reactivate its membership at any time during the
remainder of that same school year upon application with
payment of the dues for that year as well as a reactivation
fee of fifty dollars ($50.00). Reactivation of membership,
however, shall not be permitted without additional penalty if
the school of which he/she is representative has violated any
of these Bylaws during his/her school’s lapse in member-
ship. Any school that has been dropped from membership in
this Association for failure to pay its annual dues and does
not reactivate its membership by the end of the school year
shall be considered to have withdrawn from the Association
and shall be subject to the provisions of Article 3.5.1 of these
Bylaws upon application for readmittance.

6.2 Budget

6.2.1 An annual budget shall be prepared by the Com-
missioner for approval as submitted or amended by the
Board of Directors. All moneys disbursed by the Commis-
sioner shall be according to the budget and for the purpose
of promoting the aims of this Association.
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6.3 Audit

6.3.1 All accounts of this Association shall be audited
annually by a certified public accountant and the report
made available to any member school upon request.
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BYLAW, ARTICLE 7
Authority and
Responsibhility
of Principal

71 Definition and Responsibility of the

Principal .......coooiniis 28
7.2 Athletic Funds ........cccovvviiiiiiireens 28
7.3 Contracts for Interscholastic Athletic

Competition..........cooevveiiiiiiiiiiiiinennes 29
7.4 Certification of Student Eligibility .............. 29
7.5 Maintenance of Records..............ceenenene 30
7.6 Recruitment of Students......................... 30

1.1 Definition and Responsibility
of the Principal

711 The term principal as used in these Bylaws refers
to the supervising principal or principal of the member
school, whichever signs the membership renewal applica-
tion. He/she is held responsible by this Association for the
enforcement of its rules and regulations in his/her school.
If a principal designates his/her responsibilities as official
representative to this Association to another member of his/
her staff, that does not relieve him/her, as principal, of the
obligation to ensure that these Bylaws, and rules and regula-
tions established by the Board of Directors pursuant to these
Bylaws, are adhered to in his/her school.

7.1.2 All phases of interscholastic athletic activities
within a member school, including the activities of booster
clubs, parent groups, etc., shall be under the principal’s
supervision.

7.2 Athletic Funds

71.21 All funds received from the sale of tickets to any
athletic activity shall go directly to the treasury of the school
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as provided by Florida School Law and shall be expended
only for purposes approved by the principal. Disbursement
of funds derived from athletic activities shall not be subject
to the approval of any outside organization, but shall be sub-
ject to audit as all school funds are, and under the control of
properly authorized school officials. The records shall also
be available for inspection by a properly accredited repre-
sentative of this Association.

71.2.2 No member school may offer or allow to be
offered any article of value (car, radio, television, etc.) to
be given to some lucky number holder or to some individual
to be determined in any manner before, during or after any
interscholastic athletic contest as an added inducement for
the purchase of tickets to such contest.

7.3 Contracts for Interscholastic
Athletic Competition

7.3.1 The principal shall sign all contracts for inter-
scholastic athletic competition and shall be responsible for
compliance with contracts signed by him/her or his/her pre-
decessor.

1.4 Certification of Student Eligibility

7.41 The principal shall sign all eligibility reports and
correspondence concerning eligibility and be responsible for
their accuracy regardless of who compiles the information.
The principal shall certify that the information is absolutely
correct and that the students whose names appear on the
reports are eligible in accordance with the provisions of
these Bylaws.

71.4.2 The assistant principal or the school’s represen-
tative to the Association, if other than the principal, may
sign eligibility reports or eligibility correspondence if the
principal is ill or out of town for an extended period of time,
provided a statement to that effect appears on the eligibility
report or correspondence.
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See Policy 35, “Policy on
Recruiting,” that has been
established by the Board of
Directors, on page 147.

The “2002-03 Certification

of Compliance with FHSAA
Policy on Recruiting” is Form
GA3 in the 2002-03 FHSAA
Forms Book, as well as on the
forms page of the FHSAA web
Ssite at www.fhsaa.org.

1.5 Maintenance of Records

7.5.1 The principal shall keep on file copies of all
records required to be forwarded to this Association.

7.6 Recruitment of Students

1.6.1 Recruitment of students or attempted recruit-
ment of students for athletic purposes, regardless of their
residence, is a gross violation of the spirit and philosophy
of these Bylaws and is expressly forbidden. Recruiting is
the use of undue influence and/or special inducement by
anyone associated with a school in an attempt to encourage
a prospective student to attend or remain at that school for
the purpose of participating in interscholastic athletics. A
member school is responsible for any such action commit-
ted by any person associated with the school, including the
principal, assistant principals, the athletic director, coaches,
teachers, any other staff members or employees, students,
parents or any organization, such as booster clubs, having
connection to the school. A member school also is respon-
sible for any violation committed by any person acting at the
direction of the school or anyone associated with the school.
The Board of Directors shall establish and maintain a policy
which defines undue influence and special inducement; lists
examples of such actions which shall be considered to be
violations of this article; establishes the penalties for such
violations; and regulates academic recruitment programs
and financial aid programs conducted and administered by
member schools.
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BYLAW, ARTICLE 8

Sportsmanship

8.1 School Representatives...............c..cc.cu..e. 31
8.2 Crowd Control ...........cccovvveiiiiiiiiiienn, 32

8.1 School Representatives

8.1.1 Students, coaches, administrators, spectators
and all other persons connected directly or indirectly with
a member school, as well as contest officials, shall practice
and promote the highest standards of sportsmanship and
ethics at all times directly or indirectly related in any manner
to interscholastic relationships or events, whether prior to,
during or following such relationship or event. It shall be
the responsibility of each member school principal to ensure
that those individuals connected with his/her school adhere
to these standards. The Commissioner shall have the author-
ity to investigate allegations and incidents of unsportsman-
like conduct or conduct which adversely affects the ethics of
competition in connection with interscholastic contests. The
Commissioner shall have full authority to invoke penalties
against a member school and/or individuals whose conduct
in connection with an interscholastic contest violates these
principles or ethics.

8.1.2 The disqualification of a coach, student or other
representative of a member school from an athletic contest
as a result of unsportsmanlike conduct shall subject his/her
school to appropriate disciplinary action. It is expected that
each member school will exercise control over each indi-
vidual student and coach to the extent necessary to ensure
safety and fair play for all participants.

8.1.3 The removal of a team or individual competitor
from an athletic contest by a coach or administrator because
of his/her dissatisfaction with contest officials or other
conditions of the contest shall be considered an act of gross
unsportsmanlike conduct.

8.1.4 In the event of gross misbehavior or unsports-
manlike conduct on the part of a team or individual officially
representing a member school at an interscholastic athletic
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Bylaw 8.1.1 amenaded by 2002
Representative Assembly;
clarifies that interscholastic
relationships incluae all
activities directly or indirectly
related to the competition,
whether before, during or
Tollowing the competition.

See Bylaw 11.11 on page
59: as well as Policy 55,
“Policy on Unsportsmaniike
Conduct,” on page 141.
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See Policy 28, “Policy on
Crowd Control,” on page 141.

tournament, meet or contest, the Commissioner shall have
the authority to deny further participation to such team or
individual.

8.2 Crowd Control

8.2.1 Any member school whose principal is found
guilty of gross unsportsmanlike conduct or who fails to
control the conduct of his/her student body, faculty, and/or
followers within reasonable bounds shall be subject to a
penalty not to exceed expulsion from membership in this
Association.
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BYLAW, ARTICLE 9

Interscholastic
Contests

9.1 Definition of Interscholastic Contest........... 33
9.2 Rules of Competition..............ccocoeenennen. 33
9.3 Schools with which Contests may be Held....34
9.4 ContractS ........ooeveveieiiiirc e, 35
9.5 Categorization of Sports .............cceenvennen. 37
9.6 Participation by Girls on Boys Teams

and Vice Versa .........c.coeveeevnienennenns 37
9.7 State Championship Series ..................... 37
9.8 Season Limitations..............c.cooeevennennnn. 38
9.9 Use of Registered Officials...................... 38

9.1 Definition of Interscholastic
Contest

9.1.1 Any competition between organized teams of See Policy 2, “General
different schools in a sport recognized by this Association is Policies on Interscholastic

. . . Athletics,” on page 82. Also
an interscholastic contest and shall be subject to all regula- see Policy 17, “Guidelines for

tions pertaining to such contests. Practices and Scrimmages,”
on page 130.

9.1.2 Protests of mterschola}stlc contests shall not be NOTE: Practice sessions

allowed. The decision of the officials shall be final. of any kind on Sunday are
prohibited.

9.2 Rules of Competition

9.2.1 The rules published by the National Federation
of State High School Associations, or those approved by it,
shall be the official rules for interscholastic athletic competi-
tion in all sports, unless waived by at least a two-thirds vote
of the Board of Directors.
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See Policy 5, “Policy Govern-
ing Multi-School Athletic
Events,” on page 99.

9.3 Schools with which Contests
may be Held

9.3.1 Member schools may permit eligible students to
engage in interscholastic contests as school representatives
only with the following:

(A) Schools which are members of this Association;

(B) Schools which have been approved by the Commis-
sioner for affiliate membership in this Association; or

(C) Out-of-state schools which are members of asso-
ciations which regulate interscholastic athletics for schools
within their states, provided the eligibility guidelines of
those associations are comparable to those of the Florida
High School Activities Association, and the season estab-
lished by those associations for competition in the sport
involved is concurrent with that of the Florida High School
Activities Association.

Member schools shall not permit students to participate as
school representatives in athletic contests or contractually
obligate itself to participate in any tournament, meet or con-
test in which any schools which do not meet these criteria
are scheduled to participate, or with non-school teams or
groups.”

9.3.2 Middle schools, junior high schools and com-
bination middle-junior-senior high schools which are
members of this Association may engage in interscholastic
contests with middle schools and junior high schools which
are not members of this Association provided:

(A) that such competition is confined to middle schools
and junior high schools located within the same county
under conditions established by the District School Board
for that county;

(B) that students of member schools who have played
during the sports season as a member of their school’s var-
sity teams may not participate in such competition on the
middle school or junior high school teams and then return to
varsity competition;

(C) that a ninth-grade team representing a four-year senior
high school which is a member school may not participate
in such competition against a middle school or junior high
school which is not a member, except as specified in (a);
and
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(D) that this Association will not undertake to arbitrate
controversies which may develop as a result of this per-
missive rule except to the extent of declaring ineligible for
further competition during the current season students who
violate the second condition set forth herein.

9.3.3 The Commissioner shall have the authority to
approve participation by a middle school, junior high school
or combination middle-junior-senior high school which is a
member of this Association with middle schools and junior
high schools which are not members of this Association
provided that such non-member schools are located within
a 50-mile radius of the member school.

9.3.4 Member schools may permit their teams to par-
ticipate in athletic contests with teams representing schools
established by the state for correctional purposes. Such
correctional schools are not eligible for membership in this
Association and may not compete in tournaments or meets
which are part of any state championship series conducted
by this Association.

9.3.5 It is not the intent of these Bylaws, to prevent or
hamper the operations of any regularly organized recreation
or playground department, which is working to provide
recreational facilities for students who are not members of
regularly organized high school athletic teams, and which is
under the direction of a city or county Recreational Director
or Health and Physical Education Director, provided schools
outside the unit are not allowed to participate.

9.4 Contracts

9.4.1 Contracts are required for all interscholastic
athletic contests between schools which are members of
this Association. To be valid the contracts shall be executed
upon the regular Association forms. These forms shall be
furnished by the Commissioner. A contract may be canceled
by the mutual consent of the parties to the contract at any
time prior to the beginning of the contest. In case of failure
of the parties to reach agreement concerning cancellation,
the matter shall be referred to the Commissioner for adjudi-
cation. The Commissioner’s decision, or the decision of the
Sectional Appeals Committee and/or Board of Directors in
case of appeal shall be final, and the provisions of the decree
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shall be carried out by the parties to the contract. Failure to
comply with the decision of the Commissioner or Sectional
Appeals Committee and/or Board of Directors on the part
of either principal signing the contract within ten days shall
subject the school of which he/she is principal to a penalty
not to exceed expulsion from this Association.

9.4.2 No contract may be entered into by member
schools which purports to bind those schools for interscho-
lastic athletic competition longer than three years from the
date on which the contract was signed.

9.4.3 Details of contracts must be specific. Definite
dates, sites, financial arrangements, arrangements regarding
the selection of officials, and other items of interest to both
parties should be specified. Indefinite terms, such as “cor-
responding dates”, are not binding on either party.

9.4.4 Non-contract games, under any conditions, are
strictly prohibited.
9.4.5 It is not necessary for a member school to enter

into contracts with other member schools for tournaments,
meets or contests which have been sanctioned by the Com-
missioner or which are held as part of any state champion-
ship series conducted by this Association.

9.4.6 Contracts between member schools shall be
subject to cancellation, whenever either party to the con-
tract shall propose to use, or shall propose to allow to be
used, as a member of a competing team any student whose
eligibility has not been approved by the Commissioner, or
the Sectional Appeals Committee and/or Board of Directors
upon appeal to it from the Commissioner’s ruling. Schools
which are members of this Association are prohibited from
competing with schools which propose to use such ineligible
students on their teams.

9.4.7 When a member school is placed on suspension
probation or expelled from membership, all contracts which
the principal has signed shall be null and void. However,
other principals who are parties to such contracts may hold
open the dates for games contracted and renew the contracts
when the penalized school’s period of suspension probation
has ended or the expelled school has been reinstated.
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9.4.8 Any school which does not fulfill the terms of
any valid contract or which allows itself to be bracketed in
an invitational tournament in any sport and fails to compete
until eliminated shall be subjected to a financial penalty as
determined by the Commissioner.

9.5 Categorization of Sports

9.5.1 The Board of Directors shall categorize sports
which are played by member schools as “recognized” and
“sanctioned”. Recognized sports shall require participants
to abide by Association bylaws, policies, rules and contest
regulations with regard to student eligibility and sportsman-
ship in interscholastic contests. Sanctioned sports, which
may be eligible for state championship series status pursuant
to Article 9.8.1, may require participants to adhere to a to a
greater degree of regulation subject to terms and conditions
established by the Board of Directors. All sports which are
not recognized or sanctioned by the Board of Directors shall
be considered club sports and shall not be under the jurisdic-
tion of this Association.

9.6 Participation by Girls on Boys
Teams and Vice Versa

9.6.1 Girls may participate on a boys interscholastic
athletic team in a sport if the school does not sponsor a girls
interscholastic athletic team in that sport. Girls may not
participate on a boys interscholastic athletic team in a sport
if the school sponsors a girls interscholastic athletic team in
that sport. Boys may not participate on a girls interscholastic
athletic team in any sport if the school’s overall boys athletic
program equals or exceeds the overall girls athletic program.
A school that sponsors an athletic team(s) composed of both
girls and boys (a mixed team) shall compete in the boys divi-
sion in that sport or those sports.

9.7 State Championship Series

9.7.1 This Association may conduct state champion-
ship series to determine the official state champion(s) in
those sports which are sanctioned by the Board of Directors.
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See Policy 8, “State Series
commitment Form Policy
and Procedures,” on page
106. Compliance with the
two-sports-per-season
requirement auring the 2002-
03 school year will impact
schools’ eligibility to partici-
pate in the state champion-
Ship series beginning with the
2003-04 school year.

The terms and conditions for

the state championship series
in each sport are published in
the manual for that sport.

See Policy 7, “Financial Poli-
cies,” on page 101, as well as
the manual published for each
sport in which the FHSAA
conaucts a state champion-
Ship series.

The season limitations for
each sport in which the
FHSAA conducts a state
championship series can

be found in Policy, “Sports
Seasons Guidelines,” on page
86, as well as in the manuals
published for each respective
sport.

See Policy 21, “Off-Season
Participation Guidelines,” on
page 136.

The guidelines, regulations,
policies and procedures
established for the FHSAA
officials program by the Board
of Directors are published in
the 2002-03 FHSAA Officials
Guidebook.

Participation in state championship series shall be limited
only to those senior high schools which are members of this
Association and sponsor a varsity program in a minimum of
two (2) sports sanctioned by this Association during each
sports season. Independent middle schools and/or junior
high schools which are members of this Association, as well
as senior high schools holding affiliate membership, are not
eligible for competition in state championship series. The
Board of Directors shall determine the sports in which state
championship series are to be conducted and shall establish
the terms and conditions for each state championship series.

9.7.2 Member schools which host a state champion-
ship series competition shall disperse funds in accordance
with the terms and conditions established by the Board of
Directors for that state championship series. Failure by a
member school to disburse funds as required by these terms
and conditions shall result in restrictive probation in all
sports until proper remuneration is made to all parties.

9.8 Season Limitations

9.8.1 The Board of Directors shall establish the season
limitations in those sports in which this Association con-
ducts a state championship series. The length of the season
in those sports in which both girls and boys compete shall
be the same. No member school shall organize its teams for
practice or participation in an interscholastic contest outside
of the season limitations established by the Board of Direc-
tors in those sports.

9.8.2 Coaches or prospective coaches of any member
school are not allowed to have contact outside of the sports
season but during the regular school year with any team of
which the makeup is more than 50 percent of students from
the school or feeder school which he/she represents.

9.9 Use of Registered Officials

9.9.1 All officials for interscholastic contests in the
sports of baseball, basketball, football, soccer, softball, vol-
leyball and wrestling must be registered with this Associa-
tion in the sport(s) the individual is to officiate. The Board
of Directors shall establish the policies and procedures for
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the registration of officials. All member schools shall use
only registered officials who are members of an officials
association which is sanctioned by this Association in these
sports. The responsibility for contracting for registered offi-
cials shall rest upon the principal of the home/host school,
and violation of this regulation shall subject the home/host
school to a financial penalty. Failure of the sanctioned offi-
cials association to provide registered officials as contracted
shall subject that association to a financial penalty.

9.9.2 Coaches or other persons connected with com-
peting schools, shall not officiate in contests except with the
consent of all competing schools. The consent of the princi-
pal, athletic director or team coach is necessary when such
persons are used as officials.
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See Policy 18, “Non-Faculty
Coach Guidelines,” on page
131.

BYLAW, ARTICLE 10
Qualifications
of Goaches

10.1 Qualifications of Coaches ....................... 40
10.2 Attendance at Rules Clinics..................... 4

10.1 Qualifications of Coaches

10.1.1 An individual who serves as a head coach and/or
assistant coach at a member school in any sport that is rec-
ognized or sanctioned by the Association shall be either:

(A) Afull-time or part-time employee of the district school
board for a member public school, the governing body for a
member nonpublic school, or the cooperative board of direc-
tors for a member home school cooperative;

(B) Under contract with, but otherwise not employed by,
the district school board for a member public school, the
governing body for a member nonpublic school, or the
cooperative board of directors for a member home school
cooperative to serve as a coach at a member school; or

(C) A volunteer who is approved to serve as a coach by
the district school board for a member public school, the
governing body for a member nonpublic school, or the
cooperative board of directors for a member home school
cooperative; provided the individual signs and files with the
principal of the member school an agreement to abide by the
bylaws, regulations, policies and procedures of the Associa-
tion.

This provision shall not relieve any public school from its
obligations pursuant to Florida Statutes, Department of Edu-
cation regulations or district school board policy.

10.1.2  When the head coach is a volunteer and not a
full-time or part-time employee, or under contract to serve
as a coach, as set forth in Bylaw 10.1.1, the principal shall
assign a full-time employee to accompany the team or indi-
vidual competitors to all interscholastic contests in which
it/they participate.
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10.2 Attendance at Rules Clinics

10.2.1  Each member school shall be represented by its
head coach for the sport at an annual rules clinic sponsored
by the Association in each sport in which it sponsors a
program, provided rules clinics are conducted in that sport.
Failure to comply with this requirement may be penalized by
the Board of Directors.
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BYLAW, ARTICLE 11

Eligibility
111 Attendance.............cccooveiniiiiiiiininennns 42
11.2  Academic Standing............cc.covenveiiinnenns 44
11.3  Residence..........cccoeueniiiiiiiiiiiinenns 48
114 Transfers ......coooiiiiiiiii s 49
11.5  Limit of Eligibility...........ccooveiiiiiiinnnninns 54
116 AC..nieieieee e 55
11.7  Parental Consent....................cceevieniis 57
11.8  Physical Examination ............................ 57
11.9  Amateurism..........cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieens 58
11.10 All-Star Participation.............cc.coeevenenns 59
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A student in grades 6 through 12 shall be eligible to partici-
pate on athletic teams in interscholastic athletic contests as a
representative of a member school provided:

11.1 Attendance

11.1.1 In order to represent a school in any branch of
athletics, a student must be a bona fide student of that school
— bona fide meaning one who is regularly enrolled and in
regular attendance — who meets, in addition, the require-
ments as set forth in other sections of this Article. In order
to practice with a school in any branch of athletics, a player
must be a bona fide student of that school.

11.1.2  The student must enroll within ten school days
of the beginning of a semester during which he/she wishes
to represent his/her school in any branch of athletics. A stu-
dent who fails to enroll within ten days of the beginning of a
semester must make up the school work he/she has missed.
The principal shall submit to the Commissioner written
statements from the student’s teachers that he/she has com-
pleted the school work he/she missed and is maintaining at
least a 2.0 cumulative grade point average. The student must
have been in school a minimum of one day for each day
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missed due to late enrollment before becoming eligible.

11.1.3  Anindividual home education student is eligible
to participate at any one of the following member schools:

(A) the public school to which the student would be
assigned according to district school attendance area poli-
cies;

(B) the public school to which the student could choose
to attend pursuant to district or interdistrict controlled open
enrollment provisions; or

(C) anonpublic school, provided the nonpublic school will
permit the student to participate at that school.

In order for the individual home education student to par-
ticipate at a member school, the following conditions must
be met:

(D)  the student, within 30 days of his/her withdrawal from
a traditional school program, properly registers with the
district school board as being enrolled in a home education
program in accordance with Section 232.02(4)(b)(1) of the
Florida Statutes;

(E) the student’s parents at the conclusion of each semes-
ter certify to the principal of the school on a form to be pro-
vided by this Association’s office that the student meets the
minimum grade point average standards which are required
of all students;

(F) the student meets the same standards of acceptance,
behavior and performance as required of other students in
extracurricular activities;

(G) the student registers with the school his/her intent to
participate in interscholastic athletic competition as a rep-
resentative of the school prior to the beginning date of the
season for the sport in which he/she wishes to participate;
(H) the student complies with all regulations of this Asso-
ciation, including eligibility requirements regarding age and
limits of eligibility, and local school regulations during the
time of participation;

(I)  the student meets the same admission and residency
requirements as other students in the school at which he/she
participates;

(J) the student provides proof of basic medical insurance
coverage and both independently secured catastrophic insur-
ance coverage and liability insurance coverage which names
this Association as an insured party in the event the school’s
insurance provider does not extend coverage to students
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The minimum 2.0 grade point
average is established in
Floriga Statutes and cannot be
waived by this Association.

See Policy 14, “Criteria for
Determining Academic Eljgi-
bility of Students Enrolled in
Schools with Block Schedul-
ing, Special Schools, Special
Programs, Home Educa-
tion Programs and Charter
Schools,” on page 123.

enrolled in home education programs; and
(K) the student provides to school authorities all required
forms and provisions.

11.1.4 A student who withdraws from a regular school
program to enroll in a home education program who is ineli-
gible at the time of withdrawal from the regular school pro-
gram due to his/her failure to meet academic or behavioral
eligibility standards shall be ineligible to compete in inter-
scholastic athletic activities until the student has successfully
completed one semester in home education. In determining
the academic eligibility of a student who withdraws from a
regular school program prior to the normal conclusion of the
current semester and subsequently enrolls in a home educa-
tion program, the grades as posted in each subject for that
student on the date of his/her withdrawal from the regular
school program shall be used.

11.1.5 A student enrolled in grades 6 through 8 who
attends a public school that is not a member of this Associa-
tion and has no athletic program due to low student popula-
tion may represent in interscholastic athletic competition a
member public school that is part of that same school dis-
trict provided such participation is at the junior high/middle
school level only. This student must meet all other provi-
sions of 11.2.14.

11.2  Academic Standing

11.2.1 A student must have a cumulative high school
grade point average of 2.0 or above on a 4.0 unweighted
scale, or its equivalent, in all courses taken that are required
by 5.232.245(1), Florida Statutes, at the conclusion of each
semester to be eligible during the following semester. A stu-
dent whose cumulative high school grade point average is
below a 2.0 on a 4.0 unweighted scale, or its equivalent, in
all courses taken that are required by s.232.245(1), Florida
Statutes, at the conclusion of a semester shall not be eligible
during the following semester.

11.2.1.1 A student shall be eligible during the
first semester of his/her ninth-grade year provided
that it is the student’s first entry into the ninth grade
and he/she was regularly promoted from the eighth
grade the immediate preceding year.
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11.2.1.2 A student who is ineligible during
the second semester of his/her ninth-grade year or
during the first semester of his/her 10th grade year
because the student’s cumulative high school grade
point average was below a 2.0 at the conclusion of
the previous semester and continues to be below a 2.0
at the conclusion of the semester of ineligibility may
regain his/her eligibility for the following semester
provided:

(A) the student signs an academic performance
contract with his/her school at the beginning of the
semester in which he/she is ineligible that states, at a
minimum, that the student will attend summer school,
or its graded equivalent, AND

(B) earns a grade point average of 2.0 or above on a
4.0 unweighted scale, or its equivalent, in all courses
taken during the semester of ineligibility.

11.2.1.3  Once a student enters the 11th grade,
and thereafter, he/she must have a cumulative high
school grade point average of 2.0 or above on a 4.0
unweighted scale, or its equivalent, in all courses
taken that are required by s.232.245(1), Florida Stat-
utes, at the conclusion of each semester to be eligible
during the following semester.

11.2.2  All courses taken for high school credit by a
student, including those taken prior to his/her ninth-grade
year, shall be included in the computation of the student’s
cumulative high school grade point average.

11.2.3  In determining grade point average for athletic
eligibility purposes, all member schools must comply with
the grading scale as mandated in s. 232.2463, Florida Stat-
utes: Grade “A” is 90 to 100 percent and has a GPA value
of'4; Grade “B” is 80 to 89 percent and has a GPA value of
3; Grade “C” is 70 to 79 percent and has a GPA value of 2;
Grade “D” is 60 to 69 percent and has a GPA value of 1; and
Grade “F” is 0 to 59 percent and has a GPA value of 0.

11.2.4  The student shall not have graduated from any
high school or its equivalent.

11.2.5  Astudent’s grade point average may be raised or
lowered by attending a regularly organized summer school
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Florida Statutes provide
that forgiveness policies for
required courses shall be
limited to replacing a grade of
‘D" or “F” with a grade of “C”
or higher earned subsequently
in the same or comparable
course. Forgiveness policies
for elective courses shall be
limited to replacing a grade of
‘D" or “F” with a grade of “C”
or higher earned subsequently
by retaking the same or
comparable course or another
course. These provisions
on forgiveness apply only to
students entering the ninth
graae in the 2000-01 school
year and thereafter.

The definition of a grading
period as being one semester
/s established in Florida
Statutes and cannot be waived
by this Association.

The “Registration Form for
Home Education Student

to Participate in Interscho-
lastic Athletics at an FHSAA
Member School” is Form EL7
in the 2002-03 FHSAA Forms
Book, as well as on the forms
page of the FHSAA web site at
www.fhsaa.org.

Bylaw 11.2.8 amended by
2002 Representative Assem-
bly; clarifies that a student’s
academic eligibility status

— whether eligible or ineli-
gible - in schools where the
semester endas with the winter
holiday break, continues
through the holiday break.

See Policy 16, “Policy on the
Eligibility of Forelgn Exchange
and Other International
Students,” on page 127.

under the direction of the District School Board or the gov-
erning board of a nonpublic school provided all courses
taken during the summer school are completed before the
first day of the fall semester. All courses in which a student
received a grade (A, B, C, D, F or I) for the school year and
the following summer school must be used to calculate the
cumulative grade point average. However, when repeating a
subject failed on first impulse or repeating a subject passed,
the higher of the two grades shall be used to calculate the
grade point average. An incomplete grade is considered a
failure. A class conducted by a private, certified tutor is not
acceptable for removing an eligibility deficiency.

11.2.6 A grading period is defined as one semester. A
semester is defined as one half of a school year (approxi-
mately 18 school weeks or 90 school days). This definition
is applicable to all schools regardless of the type of class
scheduling format (i.e. block, traditional, etc.) utilized.

11.2.7 A student who transfers from a home education
program to a member school prior to or during a semester
shall be academically eligible to participate in interscholas-
tic athletic competition during that semester provided the
student has a successful evaluation as stipulated in Article
11.2.1. The student’s academic eligibility for each succeed-
ing semester shall then depend upon his/her maintaining a
cumulative grade point average of at least 2.0.

11.2.8  All work required for credit must be completed
before the last day of the semester, without any extension of
time. Should the last day of the semester coincide with the
last day of school for the winter holidays, the time period
for all work required for credit will be extended through
the winter holidays. The only exceptions to this rule are for
courses such as agriculture which have projects that cannot
be completed until late summer.

11.2.9 A student transferring into a member school
under extenuating circumstances which prohibit securing a
transcript from the previous school or country shall be ineli-
gible to represent that member school until he/she has been
enrolled in and established grades for one FULL semester.
The details of each situation must be reported in writing to
the Commissioner for approval, including student’s name,
date of entry and inclusive dates of previous semester.

46 2002-03 FHSAA Handbook



11.2.10 A student who is eligible or ineligible based
upon the previous cumulative grade point average will
become eligible or ineligible on the seventh calendar day
after the last day of the previous semester. Should the last
day of the semester coincide with the last day of school for
the winter holidays, the seventh calendar day count will
begin with the first day the students return to school after
the winter holidays. In order to be declared eligible for the
succeeding semester, the student must have been enrolled
in, been in regular attendance at, and received grades for all
courses taken during the previous two consecutive semes-
ters.

11.2.11 The Commissioner shall be contacted in writ-
ing concerning the status of senior students who are par-
ticipating in dual enrollment programs or early admission
programs. These students must maintain the required grade
point average.

11.2.12 A student who was eligible at the beginning of a
semester because of his/her academic record shall be eligible
during the semester except for lack of attendance, improper
conduct, or other valid reasons which may cause his/her
principal to declare him/her ineligible before the end of the
semester. His/her eligibility for each succeeding semester
shall depend upon his/her academic record through, and
including, the preceding semester.

11.2.13 It shall be the duty of the principal to have each
student’s record checked at the end of each semester and to
declare the student eligible or ineligible for the following
semester based upon the cumulative grade point average
attained by the student, including the grades originally
reported by the student’s teachers on the last day of the
semester. A student who was eligible or ineligible based
upon the previous cumulative grade point average will
become eligible or ineligible on the seventh calendar day
after the last day of the previous semester. Should the last
day of the semester coincide with the last day of school for
the winter holidays, the seventh calendar day count will
begin with the first day the students return to school after the
winter holidays. “Originally reported” means the comple-
tion of school work necessary to earn a passing grade by
the end of the semester. A grade of “incomplete” originally
reported by a teacher, at the end of a semester, is considered
a failing grade. If a student is ill or out of school, based on
an excused absence, on conclusion of the semester, he/she
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See Policy 34, “Policy on
Boarding Schools,” on page
146.

must be withheld from competition until the school work has
been made up if the failure recorded for the “incomplete”
grade results in the student’s inability to comply with the
minimum grade point average as required by statute. The
Commissioner shall be notified in writing in such cases by
the principal of the member school.

11.2.14 A sixth-grade, seventh-grade and eighth-grade
student in an independent middle school, a middle-junior
high school or a high school must meet the following aca-
demic requirements to be eligible for interscholastic athletic
competition:

(A) He/she must be regularly promoted from the previous
grade the immediate preceding year;

(B) He/she must be in regular attendance; and

(C) He/she must be carrying a normal class load and doing
satisfactory classroom work, with a satisfactory conduct
record as determined by the principal of the school and the
standards of this Association.

A student who fails his/her work and must repeat the sixth,
seventh or eighth grade may become eligible at the begin-
ning of the second semester he/she is in one of these grades,
if he/she passed the required work during the first semester
of the second year and he/she did not participate the first
year in that grade.

11.3  Residence

11.3.1 A student shall be eligible in the school in which
he or she first enrolls each school year, or makes himself
or herself a candidate for an athletic team by engaging in
a practice prior to enrolling in any member school. The
student shall be eligible in that school so long as he or she
remains enrolled in that school and meets all other eligibility
requirements.

11.3.2  The student referred to in 11.3.1 will remain eli-
gible at that school even though a change of residence occurs
so long as he/she remains enrolled in that school and meets
all other eligibility requirements.

11.3.3 A student who, after initially enrolling in, or
engaging in an athletic practice at, any school during a
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school year, moves into a school community with his/her
parent(s) or other individual with whom he/she has lived
continuously for a full calendar year and subsequently
enrolls in a new school as the result of that move, shall be
eligible the following week so far as residence is concerned.
The student shall be eligible on the sixth day following his/
her enrollment.

11.3.4 A student who, after initially enrolling in, or
engaging in an athletic practice during a school year, moves
into a different school community to live with his/her
parent(s) or other individual with whom he/she has not lived
continuously for a full calendar year and enrolls in a new
school as a result of the move, shall be ineligible so far as
residence is concerned.

11.3.5 The fact that guardianship papers have been
issued, placing a student under the control of a person or
persons other than his/her parent(s), does not establish eligi-
bility. Residence with and support by any individual or indi-
viduals for a period of one calendar year does establish the
residence of that individual or individuals as the residence of
a student.

11.4  Transfers

11.4.1 A student who initially enrolls in, or engages in
an athletic practice at, one member school in a school year
and transfers attendance to another member school during
that same school year shall be considered to be a transfer stu-
dent and therefore subject to the bylaws related to students
who transfer from one school to another.

11.4.2 A student who enrolls in a member school fol-
lowing his/her initial enrollment in, or engagement in an
athletic practice at, another school for that school year shall
be ineligible to represent the new school he/she is attending
for the duration of the school year. This rule shall not apply
if the change of attendance from one school to another is
accompanied by a corresponding change in residence on the
part of the student’s parent(s) or other individual with whom
the student has lived continuously for a full calendar year,
which makes it necessary for him/her to attend a different
school.
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The “Application for Waiver
of the Transfer Rule” is Form
EL6 in the 2002-03 FHSAA
Forms Book, as well as on the
forms page of the FHSAA web
site at www.fhsaa.org.

The “Annual Eligibility Report”
ffor schools not using the
IFHSAA interactive online
aalabase system is Form ELT
in the 2002-03 FHSAA Forms
Book, as well as on the forms
page of the FHSAA web site at
www.fhsaa.org.

Bylaw 11.4.3 amended

by 2002 Representative
Assembly; stipulates that a
principal must either approve
or disapprove an “Application
for Waiver of the Transfer
Rule” with his/her signature,
rather than simply refusing to
sign the waiver form, further
clarifies that a change in resi-
dence requires a move by the
Student with his/her parent(s)
or other individual with whom
the student has continuously
lived for the past year, and the
move makes it necessary for
the student to attend a differ-
ent school.

11.4.3  The provisions of Article 11.4.2 may be waived
if the benefit of athletic eligibility is requested in writing by
the principal of the school to which he/she transfers and the
principal of the school from which he/she transfers consents
to such waiver in writing on a form to be furnished by the
Commissioner. To be effective as a waiver of the provisions
of Article 11.4.2, the properly executed original form must
be filed in the office of this Association together with the
annual eligibility report for the requesting school. Such
waiver is not effective until both the annual eligibility report
and the original application for waiver of the transfer rule
are received in the office of this Association. A principal
should consider not approving an application for waiver of
the transfer rule when:

(A) recruiting is suspect;

(B) a student is suspected of transferring in whole or in
part for athletic reasons; or

(C) a student is transferring because of disciplinary rea-
sons and/or misconduct.

HOWEVER, a student who transfers to a member school
without a corresponding change of residence on the part
of the student’s parent(s) or other individual with whom
the student has lived continuously for a full calendar year,
which makes it necessary for him/her to attend a difference
school, on or after the beginning of any sports season (first
day of practice) shall not be eligible to compete in that sport
for the duration of that school year.

11.4.4 A student who has participated as a member of
a senior high school in interscholastic athletic competition
during a school year prior to his/her application for member-
ship in a home education cooperative shall be ineligible to
represent that cooperative in interscholastic athletic compe-
tition for the duration of that school year unless a properly
executed “Application for Waiver of the Transfer Rule” is
obtained from the principal of the senior high school, and
vice versa. A student who withdraws from a regular school
program to enroll in a home education program and who is
ineligible at the time of withdrawal from the regular school
program due to his/her failure to meet academic or behav-
ioral eligibility standards shall be ineligible to compete in
interscholastic athletic competition as a home education stu-
dent until he/she has successfully completed one semester in
home education.
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11.4.5  Ifa student who has transferred from one school
to another after his/her initial enrollment in a member
school for that school year without a corresponding change
of residence which made it necessary for him/her to change
schools and has secured an application for waiver of the
transfer rule then elects to transfer to a third school without
a corresponding change of residence which would make it
necessary for him/her to change schools during that same
school year, it will be necessary for him/her to secure appli-
cations for waiver of the transfer rule from all schools previ-
ously attended within that school year.

11.4.6 A student who transfers from a non-member
school to a member school without a corresponding change
of residence shall not be eligible to compete during a sports
season unless his/her transfer occurred prior to the first day
of practice for that sport.

11.4.7 A transfer student may represent the school to
which he/she transfers on the sixth day following the date
of his/her entry into that school, provided his/her transfer
record has been received by the principal of the school to
which he/she has transferred and provided he/she meets all
eligibility requirements. A transfer record is an official writ-
ten transcript signed by the principal or his/her authorized
representative of the school from which the student trans-
ferred.

11.4.8  The principal of a member school shall verify the
eligibility status of a student who has transferred to another
member school when requested to do so by the principal of
the receiving school.

11.4.9 A student who represents a school in a state
championship series sponsored by this Association in a sport
during the current school year may not transfer to another
school and represent the school to which he/she transfers in
the remainder of the state championship series in that sport.

11.4.10 A student who is ineligible, at the time of trans-
fer from one school to another school, because of disciplin-
ary action or because of unsatisfactory conduct, shall not
be considered for eligibility at the school to which he/she
transfers until he/she has been enrolled in that school for a
full semester. Enrolling in a new school at the beginning of
the school year does not decrease or eliminate the period of
ineligibility.
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11.4.11 A student who transfers to a member school
from a school in another state or country who has been
declared ineligible to participate in interscholastic athletics
by the school from which he/she is transferring or by a gov-
erning association of which that school is a member shall not
be eligible to participate at the member school until he/she
has been enrolled in that school for a full semester.

11.4.12  Participation by a student in non-school athletics
(i.e. AAU, American Legion, club settings, etc.) on a team
that is affiliated with any school other than the school which
the student attends, or attended the prior year, followed by
enrollment by that student in the affiliated school shall be
considered prima facie evidence of recruiting by the school
to which that student enrolled, or that the student enrolled in
that school in whole or in part for athletic reasons. Unless
this prima facie evidence of recruiting or that the student
enrolled in the new school in whole or in part for athletic
reasons is disproved by the school and student to the satis-
faction of the Commissioner, the student shall be ineligible
to represent that school in interscholastic athletic competi-
tion for a period of 365 consecutive days from the date of
his/her enrollment in that school. A team affiliated with the
school is one that is organized by and/or coached by any
member of the coaching staff at, or any other person affili-
ated with, that school; and/or on which the majority of the
members of the team (participants in practice and/or compe-
tition) are students who attend that school.

11.4.13 A student who transfers to a new school within
one calendar year of the relocation of his/her coach to that
school without a corresponding change in residence shall be
considered to have transferred for athletic reasons and shall
not be eligible to participate in the sport(s) coached by that
coach for one calendar year from the date of enrollment in
the new school.

11.4.14 A student who marries and sets up residence in a
different school community may represent the school which
serves that community, provided the change in residence is
immediate and he/she meets all eligibility requirements.

11.4.15 The assignment or reassignment of a student by
the District School Board to a school other than that school
in which he/she initially enrolled or at which he/she engaged
in an athletic practice for that school year shall not bestow
upon the student athletic eligibility in the new school unless
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benefit of eligibility is requested upon a form to be furnished
by the Commissioner. This form must bear the signature of
the District School Board Chairman, the District School
Superintendent or the signature of the principal of the school
from which the student transferred, and the principal of the
school to which the student transferred. To be effective as a
waiver of these provisions, the properly executed original
form must be filed in the office of this Association together
with the annual eligibility report for the requesting school.
Such waiver is not effective until both the annual eligibility
report and the original application for waiver of the transfer
rule are received in the office of this Association. A student
who transfers to a member school without a corresponding
change of residence on or after the beginning of any sports
season (first day of practice) shall not be eligible to compete
in that sport for the duration of that school year.

11.4.16  Majority to minority assignments duly made by
the District School Board shall not become effective until
eligibility is requested on a form to be furnished by the
Commissioner. The principal of the sending school should
grant the waiver after investigating and determining that the
student’s transfer is from his/her racial majority to his/her
racial minority school.

11.4.17 A student who is assigned to or otherwise enrolls
in an out of district public school, or a nonpublic school,
may be assigned to or enroll in the public school which
serves his/her district without loss of eligibility, due to the
transfer, provided he/she meets all other eligibility require-
ments. A student who transfers to a member school without a
corresponding change of residence on or after the beginning
of any sports season (first day of practice) shall not be eli-
gible to compete in that sport for the duration of that school
year.

11.4.18  If the District School Board changes the school
to which a student is assigned to attend, the student shall
be declared eligible by the principal of the school to which
he/she has been transferred, provided he/she meets all other
eligibility requirements and his/her name has been submit-
ted on an annual eligibility report.

11.4.19 A student who transfers his/her residence from
that of his/her parent(s) or other individual with whom the
student has lived continuously for a full calendar year, to
the home of another individual who resides in a different
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school community because of a court order committing
one or both of those with whom he/she has been living to a
correctional or state medical institution shall be eligible to
represent the school in which he/she first enrolls or at which
he/she engages in an athletic practice following the change
in residence. The residence and transfer regulations do not
apply to a student who returns to his/her home after honor-
able discharge from a state correctional institution or to a
student who returns to his/her home after serving as a page
in the Congress or the State Legislature.

11.4.20 A student who transfers his/her residence from
that of his/her parent(s) or other individual with whom the
student has lived continuously for a full calendar year to the
home of another individual who resides in a different school
community because of the death of one or both of his/her
parents or other individual shall be eligible to represent
the school in which he/she first enrolls or at which he/she
engages in an athletic practice following the change in resi-
dence.

11.4.21 In the event that a student becomes a ward of the
State of Florida and is placed in a foster home, the student
will be eligible so far as residence is concerned so long as
he/she is enrolled in that school. Any subsequent transfer of
residence that requires a change of schools shall render the
student ineligible.

11.5 Limit of Eligibility

11.5.1 A student shall be eligible for no more than
four (4) consecutive academic years upon first success-
ful completion of the eighth (8th) grade as defined by the
pupil progression plan of the school in which the student is
enrolled. Four years from the date he or she first successfully
completes the eighth grade, he or she shall become ineligible
for further interscholastic athletic competition. A student
who does not attend school, repeats any grade, is declared
ineligible to participate, or otherwise fails to exercise the
opportunity to participate for any reason for any length of
time during this four-year period shall not be entitled to any
additional period of eligibility. Original school records shall
be submitted to the Commissioner in the event of conflicting
information as to the date of first successful completion of
the eighth grade.
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11.5.2 A student may participate as a sixth-grade stu-
dent one year only, as a seventh-grade student one year only,
and as an eighth-grade student one year only.

11.5.3  Participation or non-participation in the sixth,
seventh and/or eighth grades shall not affect a student’s
eligibility after entering the ninth grade. A student shall have
four consecutive years of opportunity for eligibility after
his/her first successful completion of the eighth grade.

11.5.4  The eligibility rules of this Association are
designed to promote academic achievement and to encour-
age students to advance with their graduating class. Unless a
student exerts every reasonable effort to make up credit not
carned due to absences caused by injury or illness, an undue
hardship request seeking a waiver of the limit of eligibility
will not be given favorable consideration.

11.6 Age

11.6.1 A student may participate in interscholastic
athletic competition until reaching the age of 19 years 9
months, so far as age is concerned. Upon reaching the age of
19 years 9 months the student shall be ineligible for further
participation in interscholastic athletic competition.

11.6.2 A junior high school student may participate in
interscholastic athletic competition until reaching the age of
16 years 9 months, so far as age is concerned. Upon reaching
the age of 16 years 9 months the student shall be ineligible
for further participation in interscholastic athletic competi-
tion. The 16 year 9 month age limit for junior high school
students applies only when two junior high schools or the
junior high school departments of two combination junior-
senior high schools are competing against each other. If a
junior high school competes against a senior high school or
the varsity team of a combination junior-senior high school,
the age limit set for senior high school students shall apply
to the students of the junior high school.

11.6.3 A middle school student may participate in inter-
scholastic athletic competition until reaching the age of 15
years 9 months, so far as age is concerned. Upon reaching
the age of 15 years 9 months the student shall be ineligible
for further participation in interscholastic athletic competi-
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tion. The 15 year 9 month age limit for middle school stu-
dents applies only when two middle schools or the middle
school departments of two combination junior-senior high
schools are competing against each other. If a middle school
competes against a senior high school or the varsity team of
a combination junior-senior high school, the age limit set for
senior high school students shall apply to the students of the
middle school.

11.6.4  The first time a student’s name is submitted to
the Commissioner on an annual eligibility report, the princi-
pal shall certify that he/she, or his/her authorized representa-
tive, has examined and approved a birth certificate, issued
by an authorized agency, which shall not be based upon a
delayed registration which is less than five years old, for
each student whose name appears on the annual eligibility
report. An authorized agency is:

(A) A state, county or city bureau of vital statistics, or the
Department of State in Washington, DC;

(B) A hospital; or

(C) A Canadian church record which, under Canadian law,
is an official record for vital statistics.

A passport from a foreign country or an immigration card for
aliens may be accepted in lieu of a birth certificate. Photo-
static or duplicated copies of documents issued by unauthor-
ized agencies or individuals are not acceptable, even when a
notary public certifies that they are exact copies of the origi-
nal documents presented to him/her for such duplication.

11.6.5 When no birth certificate is available, as evi-
denced by a statement from the authorities of the state in
which the student was born that there is no record of the date
of his/her birth on file, age shall be established by:

(A) The attending physician’s affidavit; or

(B) Submission to the Commissioner of original school
records that are at least five years old and accompanied by
such affidavits as may be required. Original records from
schools within the same county as the school which the stu-
dent is attending must be submitted to the Commissioner.

A delayed birth certificate must be at least five years old and
have cleared through the bureau of vital statistics to be con-
sidered. When conflicting evidence is submitted, the record
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which establishes the earliest date of birth shall be deemed
official.

If the preceding requirements cannot be met, the Commis-
sioner shall be furnished the following information:

(C) place and date of birth;
(D) name of father and maiden name of mother; and
(E) all schools, elementary and high, previously attended.

The Commissioner shall then proceed to confirm the
reported date of birth and bill the school with the cost of
such confirmation.

11.6.6 The Commissioner may extend the time for
filing complete information for establishing date of birth,
when in his/her judgment such extension is justified; and
PROVIDED, that the principal submitting the information
shall be held strictly accountable for the accuracy of the date
of birth given insofar as it may affect a student’s eligibility
because of age.

11.7 Parental Consent

11.71 The student and his/her parent(s) or guardian(s)
shall complete, sign and present to the principal each year
before participation in any interscholastic athletic practice or
competition a certificate of consent and release. The Board
of Directors shall adopt language that shall be incorporated
into this certificate by each member school. This certificate
shall be filed in the principal’s office.

11.8  Physical Examination

11.8.1 The student shall undergo a physical evaluation
by a licensed physician not earlier than May 15 of the pre-
ceding school year and shall be certified by the physician
as being physically fit for participation in interscholastic
athletic practice or competition before being allowed an
opportunity for such participation. This physical evaluation
shall include a medical history questionnaire that must be
completed and signed by the student and his/her parent(s)
or guardian(s). The Board of Directors shall adopt mini-
mum requirements for the physical evaluation that shall be
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adhered to by each member school. The physical evaluation
form signed by the physician, as well as the medical history
questionnaire signed by the student and his/her parent(s) or
guardian(s) shall be filed in the principal’s office.

11.8.2  While only one certificate a year is required,
subsequent examinations are recommended, and additional
examinations should be required by the principal and coach
for their own protection, as well as that of the student, imme-
diately upon detection of the slightest indication of undue
fatigue or other ill effects during practice or competition.

11.9 Amateurism

11.9.1 A student may not participate in an athletic
activity of this Association unless he/she is an amateur. A
student who has accepted remuneration, gift, or donation
for participation in a sport or participates under an assumed
name becomes a professional and is thereafter disqualified
for further participation in that sport in high school for a
period of one year. Reference to “gift or donation” is not
intended to preclude the acceptance of medals, trophies,
plaques, keys, pins, or ribbons of small intrinsic value, if
presented by the sponsoring organization. Championship
rings, sweaters, jackets or award blankets may be accepted
by students provided they are presented by the school which
they represent.

11.9.2  No awards of any kind having utilitarian value
may be made by members of this Association or by any indi-
vidual or organization whatsoever to students for participa-
tion in interscholastic athletics. Medals, trophies, ribbons,
plaques, school letters, school sweaters, school jackets, and
school award blankets are hereby declared to be of decora-
tive value rather than utilitarian value, within the meaning
of this article, and may be awarded. Championship rings,
sweaters, jackets or award blankets may be accepted by stu-
dents provided they are presented by the school which they
represent.

11.9.3  When a student participates in non-school spon-
sored competition at any time during the calendar year, the
student is governed by the amateur rules of the amateur gov-
erning body of that sport. If the student violates the amateur
rule of the amateur governing body for the sport, the student
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is ineligible for interscholastic athletic competition in that
sport.

11.9.4 A student may not represent his/her school in
non-school sponsored athletic competition. Neither may a
student wear his/her school uniform while participating in
non-school sponsored athletic events. Injuries sustained in
non-school sponsored athletic competition are not covered
by school insurance.

11.9.5  Violation of the amateur rule in one sport does
not make a student ineligible in all other sports.

11.10 All-Star Participation

11.10.1 A student who participates in an all-star contest
in a sport, prior to completing his/her interscholastic athletic
eligibility in that sport, shall be ineligible to represent any
member school in that sport for a period of one calendar
year from the date of participation in the all-star contest. An
all-star contest is one in which the participants have been
selected or invited to participate as the result of their perfor-
mance as a high school athlete.

11.11  Unsportsmanlike Conduct

11.11.1  Students shall adhere to the principles of good
sportsmanship and the ethics of competition prior to, during
and following all interscholastic athletic contests in which
they represent their school. The Board of Directors shall
establish penalties for students who violate these principles
and ethics which may include barring such students for a
period of time from participation in future interscholastic
athletic contests.

11.11.2 A student who, prior to, during or following an
interscholastic athletic contest, commits an act of a mali-
cious and hateful nature toward a contest official or an oppo-
nent, shall be guilty of gross unsportsmanlike conduct and
be ineligible to participate in interscholastic athletic compe-
tition for a period of six weeks. Such malicious acts shall
include, but not be limited to, cursing, striking or threaten-
ing a contest official during a contest or at any other time
because of resentment over occurrences or decisions during
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a contest; physical contact with an opponent that is beyond
the normal scope of competition and which appears to be
with the intent of inflicting bodily harm on the opponent;
spitting on a contest official or opponent; directing gender,
racial or ethnic slurs toward a contest official or opponent;
or other such acts which may be deemed as unacceptable
conduct either by the principal of the member school the
student attends or this Association. The Commissioner, the
Sectional Appeals Committee or the Board of Directors on
appeal, may restore the eligibility of such a student prior to
the expiration of the six weeks when in his/their opinion the
student has been properly disciplined by the authorities of
the school which he/she attends and the student signs a writ-
ten statement of his/her intention to comply with the provi-
sions of Articles 8.1.1 and 11.11.1 of these Bylaws in the
future.

11.11.3 In matters pertaining to personal conduct in
which interscholastic athletic competition is not involved,
the member school which the student(s) attend shall be the
judge as to whether the student(s) may play on its team.

11.11.4 A student who uses anabolic steroids or other
performance-enhancing drugs shall be ineligible for inter-
scholastic athletic competition until such time as medical
evidence can be presented that the student’s system is free of
anabolic steroids or other performance-enhancing drugs.

11.12 Use of Athletes

11.12.1 Only students who are currently eligible to
participate in an interscholastic athletic contest shall appear
at the contest in the uniform of their school. An ineligible
student shall not be allowed on the players’ bench, in the
team box or on the field of play, in athletic uniform during an
athletic contest. A student in athletic uniform during an ath-
letic contest is defined as having participated. Any member
school which allows a student to participate in interscholas-
tic athletic competition (dress in uniform) in violation of the
regulations of this Association will be held guilty of using an
ineligible student and subject to the penalties assessed.

11.12.2 A student who falsifies information to gain eligi-
bility status that causes a member school to violate eligibil-
ity rules of this Association shall be declared ineligible to
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represent any member school for a period of one year from
the date of the discovery of the violation.

11.13  Annual Eligibility Report

11.13.1 1t shall be the responsibility of the principal of
each member school to file an annual eligibility report with
the Commissioner concerning the status of each prospective
athlete. This information shall be furnished on a form to
be supplied by this Association or through the Association’s
electronic eligibility software. Each annual eligibility report
shall contain all the information required, including the legal
names of the students written exactly as they appear on their
birth certificates. The name of a student shall not be submit-
ted to the Commissioner more than one time during a school
year. A student whose name is submitted on an annual eli-
gibility report using the Association’s electronic eligibility
software shall be eligible to participate in interscholastic
athletic competition on the same day as his/her name is
submitted to the Association office via computer. A student
whose name is submitted on an annual eligibility report
using the form supplied by the Association shall be eligible
on the sixth day following the date of the postmark on the
envelope in which the form is submitted. Violations of the
provisions relative to date of filing annual eligibility reports
shall result in a financial penalty as determined by the Board
of Directors.

11.13.2 Eligibility is not by sports season. When a stu-
dent has been reported on an annual eligibility report to the
Commissioner for a school year and declared eligible by the
principal, the student may participate in any and all sports
during the school year as long as the student maintains cur-
rent eligibility requirements.

11.14  Official Eligibility Rulings

11.14.1 Each member school principal or his/her des-
ignee having reasonable cause to believe that a student is
ineligible to participate in, or continue to participate in,
interscholastic athletic competition under any provision of
these Bylaws may request an official ruling on the student’s
eligibility from the Commissioner on a form to be provided
by this Association, and must do so at the student’s request.
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A member school which requests an official ruling on a
student’s eligibility shall submit in writing on the form a full
statement of the facts surrounding the student’s ineligibility.
The Commissioner, or his/her designee, within a reasonable
amount of time, shall issue a ruling on the student’s eligibil-
ity in writing based solely on the statement of facts which is
provided in writing on the form. Only those rulings which
are issued in writing and signed by the Commissioner, or his/
her designee shall be official. This bylaw does not relieve
the principal or his/her designee from his/her responsibility
of ensuring the eligibility of all students who are allowed to
participate in interscholastic athletic competition on behalf
of his/her school, or from any other responsibility as set
forth in Bylaw 7.4.1.

11.14.2 A student who is determined to be ineligible by a
member school principal or his/her designee, or ruled ineli-
gible by the Commissioner, shall be provided with notice of
his/her ineligibility either in writing or by delivering said
notice in person. The notice shall specify the reason(s) for
the ineligibility and identify the individual provision(s) of
these Bylaws involved. The student shall also be informed
of his/her right to have the school appeal the decision of the
principal or his/her designee to the Commissioner, or the
Commissioner’s ruling to the Sectional Appeals Commit-
tee; or to file a request for undue hardship waiver on his/her
behalf, in accordance with the provisions of Article 13 of
these Bylaws.
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BYLAW, ARTIGLE 12
Penalties
and Protests

12.1  Penalties for Violating Rules ................... 63
12.2  Forfeiture of Contests .............cocevvvnvnnen. 65
12.3  Protest Procedure...........cceevveeevnvecennnnn. 65

12.1  Penalty for Violating Rules

12.1.1 Any violation of this Association’s Bylaws, as
well as the regulations, guidelines, policies and/or proce-
dures established by the Board of Directors in accordance
with these Bylaws, shall be reported to the Commissioner,
who shall have authority to investigate all alleged violations.
The findings of the investigation shall be made known to
the school (or schools), person (or persons), alleged to have
committed a violation. The Commissioner shall then have
full authority to invoke one or more of the following penal-
ties against such school(s) or person(s) found to have com-
mitted violations:

(A) REPRIMAND - An official letter of censure to the

individual and/or school concerned in regard to the offense

committed and warning against further acts of a detrimental

nature which are contrary to the aims of this Association.

This letter of reprimand becomes a part of the file of the

individual and/or school involved.

(B) FINE — A monetary payment.

(C) FORFEIT — The forfeiture of an interscholastic ath-

letic contest.

(D) PROBATION — Types of probation that may be

imposed on a school are as follows:
(a) Administrative Probation — The school is repri-
manded, fined and served notice that it is in a period
of warning for one or more calendar years and addi-
tional violations during this period may result in an
extension of the probationary period, or in the school
being placed on restrictive or suspension probation,
or in the school being expelled from membership in
this Association.
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Bylaw 12.1.2 amended

by 2002 Representative
Assembly; stipulates that a
member school found guilty
of rules violations must pay
all the Association’s attorney’s
fees, legal expenses and all
other expenses related to

/ts investigation of the rules
violations.

(b) Restrictive Probation — The school is repri-
manded, fined and restricted in some manner for one
or more calendar years, including restriction from
participation in championship competition in one or
more sports. The school is further served notice that
it is in a period of warning for one or more calendar
years and additional violations during this period may
result in an extension of the probationary period, or in
the school being placed on suspension probation, or
in the school being expelled from membership in this
Association.
(c) Suspension Probation — The school is fined, rep-
rimanded and suspended from participating in inter-
scholastic athletic competition in a particular sport or
sports, or all sports, for one or more calendar years.
The school is further served notice that it is in a period
of warning for one or more calendar years and addi-
tional violations during this period may result in an
extension of the probationary period, or in the school
being expelled from membership in this Association.
(E) EXPULSION - Involuntary termination of a school’s
membership in the Association for a period of one or more
calendar years. No member school of this association shall
engage in any interscholastic athletic competition with the
expelled school during the period of expulsion. Any member
school which participates in any interscholastic athletic
competition with an expelled school may subject itself to
expulsion from the Association for one calendar year.

12.1.2 A member school which is found to have
violated the bylaws, policies or other rules of this Asso-
ciation following investigation by the Commissioner
shall pay to this Association all expenses incurred by this
Association related to such violation including, but not lim-
ited to, the cost of the investigation, attorney’s fees and legal
costs, and all other related costs.

12.1.3 If a member school or student, while in violation
of or noncompliance with any provision(s) of this Associa-
tion’s rules, participates in interscholastic competition con-
trary to such rules but in accordance with the terms of a court
restraining order or injunction against his/her school and/or
this Association, and that injunction or restraining order is
subsequently voluntarily vacated (by dismissal of the case or
otherwise), stayed, reversed or a final determination is made
by the courts that injunctive relief is not or was not justified
or if the injunction or restraining order expires without fur-
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ther judicial determination, the actions required by Article
12.1.1 shall be taken.

12.2  Forfeiture of Contest

12.2.1 If an ineligible student is accidentally or inten-
tionally permitted to participate in an interscholastic athletic
contest, forfeiture of the game and honors shall be automatic
and mandatory. The principal of the school shall notify the
Commissioner that an ineligible student has been allowed
to participate in one or more athletic contests, furnishing
the date(s) of the competition. In team sports, the contest
and honors shall be forfeited. In individual sports, the
points won by the ineligible student, individually or as a
member of a relay team, shall be forfeited. The principal of
the school represented by the ineligible student shall forfeit
the contest(s) or points. Copies of the letters of forfeiture
must be sent to the Commissioner. The Commissioner shall
have full authority to invoke additional penalties against a
member school which, in his/her determination, intention-
ally permitted an ineligible student to participate.

12.2.2  Ifastudent is ineligible according to this Associ-
ation’s rules but is permitted to participate in interscholastic
athletic competition contrary to such rules but in accordance
with the terms of a court restraining order or injunction
against his/her school and/or this Association, and that
injunction or restraining order is subsequently voluntarily
vacated (by dismissal of the case or otherwise), stayed,
reversed or a final determination is made by the courts that
injunctive relief is not or was not justified or if the injunction
or restraining order expires without further judicial determi-
nation, the actions required by Article 12.2.1 shall be taken.

12.3  Protest Procedure

12.3.1 Any member school filing a protest over the
eligibility of a student(s) or actions of a member school
shall submit in writing a full statement of the facts over the
signature of its principal to the Commissioner. The Com-
missioner shall transmit a copy of the statement to the prin-
cipal of the school against which a protest has been made or
to the principal, parent or guardian if such protest pertains
to an individual. The Commissioner shall determine if
alleged violations of this Association’s regulations, which
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are purported to have occurred during the student(s) limit of
eligibility, shall be investigated.

12.3.2  The decisions of contest officials shall be final.
Protests against the decision of a contest official(s) shall
not be reviewed by the Commissioner, Sectional Appeals
Committees or the Board of Directors. Member schools,
however, should file with the Commissioner reports of
unsatisfactory performance on the part of contest officials,
which may be due to alleged lack of knowledge of the rules,
errors in judgment or improper conduct.
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13.5 Compliance with Decisions ..................... 76

13.1  Eligibility Appeals and Requests
for Undue Hardship Waivers

13.1.1 When a student is determined to be ineligible by
a member school principal and/or is ruled ineligible by the
Commissioner based upon any provision of these Bylaws,
the member school principal may appeal the ruling of the
Commissioner if he/she or the student takes issue with it; or,
in individual cases, the member school principal may file a
request for undue hardship waiver on behalf of the student
when, in his/her opinion, enforcement of the provision(s)
which render(s) the student ineligible would work an undue
hardship upon the student. The principal is required to file
either at the student’s request. Such eligibility appeals or
requests for undue hardship waivers shall be considered by
the Sectional Appeals Committee which serves the adminis-
trative section in which the petitioning school is located only
at a regularly scheduled meeting. The following procedures
shall apply:

(A) An eligibility appeal or request for undue hardship
waiver must be filed with the Commissioner on the form(s)
provided by this Association and must be accompanied by
all necessary documentation. The appeal or request must
be signed by the principal and mailed so that it is received
in the office of this Association not later than 5 p.m. East-
ern Time on the filing dates established by the Board of
Directors and printed in the FHSAA Activities Planning
Calendar. Appeals and requests received after the deadline
date will not be considered at that Sectional Appeals Com-
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mittee meeting, but will be placed on the agenda for the next
regularly scheduled meeting. No exceptions will be made.
To be complete, all appeals and requests must include all
necessary documentation at the time of filing. Those appeals
and requests which are filed by the deadline but which do
not include all necessary documentation will be returned to
the school unprocessed. The school will be notified of the
documentation necessary and the appeal or request will be
placed on the agenda for the next regularly scheduled meet-
ing pending receipt of the necessary documentation. Only
that documentation which is relevant to the appeal or request
should be included. Character references or other testimoni-
als filed on behalf of the student are not relevant and will not
be presented to the Sectional Appeals Committee.

(B) An appearance by the student and a school representa-
tive before the Sectional Appeals Committee is mandatory
for an appeal or request for undue hardship waiver involving
age, limit of participation and unsportsmanlike conduct pro-
visions. An appearance by the student and a school represen-
tative before the Sectional Appeals Committee is optional
for an appeal or request for undue hardship waiver involv-
ing attendance, residence, transfer and academic eligibility
provisions. A student who is required, or chooses, to appear
before the Sectional Appeals Committee must be accompa-
nied by a school representative and may be accompanied by
his/her parent(s) or other individual with whom he/she lives.
The school representative who is required to accompany the
student must be a full-time employee of the school and must
be identified on the form at the time of filing. A student who
is required, or who chooses, to appear before the committee
will be assigned a time for the appearance. A twenty (20)
minute block will be allotted for each case involving an
appearance. A student who is not required, but chooses, to
appear before the Sectional Appeals Committee must indi-
cate his/her decision to appear before the Sectional Appeals
Committee on the form at the time of filing. Otherwise, the
student may attend the meeting but will not be permitted to
address the Sectional Appeals Committee. A student may be
represented at the hearing by an attorney of his/her choice,
but such representation shall not excuse the appearance of
a student who is required to appear before the Sectional
Appeals Committee as set forth herein.

(C) The Sectional Appeals Committee is empowered to
sustain, modify or overturn the decision of the Commis-
sioner in each case which comes before it. The Sectional
Appeals Committee, in most cases, will render an immedi-
ate decision on each appeal or request for undue hardship
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waiver unless a question arises which prompts the com-
mittee to table disposition of a case. Eligibility granted a
student by the committee shall be immediate. The decision
of the Sectional Appeals Committee in each case shall be by
majority vote.

13.1.2  An unfavorable decision by the Sectional
Appeals Committee on an eligibility appeal or request for
undue hardship waiver may be appealed to the Board of
Directors at its next regularly scheduled meeting by the
member school principal on behalf of the student if he/she or
the student takes issue with it, and must file such an appeal
at the student’s request. The effects of the Sectional Appeals
Committee decision, however, shall be final until a disposi-
tion of the case by the Board of Directors. The request for
an appeal hearing before the Board of Directors must be
made in writing to the Commissioner, must be signed by
the member school principal or his/her designee, and must
be received in the office of this Association within five (5)
business days following the date of the Sectional Appeals
Committee meeting. Failure to file a request for an appeal
hearing before the Board of Directors so that it is received
in the office of this Association within the five (5) business
days following the date of the Sectional Appeals Committee
meeting shall be deemed a waiver of the right of an appeal
as granted herein. An appearance by the student before the
Board of Directors in all cases is optional. If, however, the
student chooses to appear before the Board of Directors
such appearance shall be subject to the same provisions
as set forth in Article 13.1.1(b). The Board of Directors is
empowered to sustain, modify or overturn the decision of the
Sectional Appeals Committee and/or the Commissioner in
each case which comes before it. The decision of the Board
of Directors in each case shall be by majority vote and shall
be final.

13.1.3 By seeking an undue hardship waiver, the stu-
dent and the member school accept the fact that the student
is ineligible under the FHSAA Bylaws but are asking for
a grant of waiver of those Bylaws. For the purpose of
determining whether to grant or deny an undue hardship
waiver pursuant to these Bylaws, the following criteria shall
be followed. The fact that a student is retained in a lower
grade because he/she fails to pass the required number of
courses, is voluntarily withdrawn from school or repeats a
lower grade is not sufficient grounds for granting an undue
hardship waiver. The fact that a student misses school for
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aetermined that it will not
hear any evidence that was
not presented to the Sectional
Appeals Committee when
considering an appeal of the
commitiee’s decision. Any
such new evidence must be
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Appeals Committee. Once
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a decision on an appeal, that
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sioner, the Sectional Appeals
Committee or the Board of
Directors.
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Examples of provisions of
Floriga Statutes that cannot
be waived include, but are
not limited to, the manda-
fory grade point average
requirements, the definition
of a grading period as being
one semester, the manda-
fory grading scale; and the
authority of school districts
lo establish codes of conduct
by which students must abide
lo be éeljgible to participate

in interscholastic athletic
competition.

a prolonged period of time that causes him/her to repeat a
grade, or other unforeseen, unavoidable conditions or events
that are/were beyond the control of the student and/or his/her
parent or guardian, may be grounds for granting an undue
hardship waiver request. In the event the hardship waiver
request is based on time missed from school because of a
serious injury or prolonged illness, the condition must be
supported by a physician’s record that establishes that the
absence from school is directly and solely related to such
injury or illness. The fact that a student is unable to par-
ticipate in interscholastic activities is not, in and of itself,
grounds for granting an undue hardship waiver request.

13.1.4  The burden of showing error in the determina-
tion of a student’s ineligibility or in showing why an undue
hardship waiver should be granted is on the student, his/her
parent(s) or guardian(s), and the principal or his/her desig-
nee of the member school filing the appeal of the eligibility
ruling or request for undue hardship waiver on the student’s
behalf. The member school principal or his/her designee
shall file with the appeal or request for undue hardship
waiver a detailed statement made on his/her best knowledge
and belief giving the reason(s) why the appeal or request for
undue hardship waiver should be granted. Such statement
shall include as a minimum a brief statement of the facts
involved, the specific bylaw(s) or policy(s) involved and
argument in support of the relief requested. This statement
shall be supported by any relevant documentary evidence
available.

13.1.5  Neither the Sectional Appeals Committee nor
the Board of Directors have the authority to waive a provi-
sion of Florida Statutes.

13.2  Appeals of Commissioner’s
Findings and Requests for Waivers

13.2.1 The principal of a member school or his/her
designee, or any other individual, who is found to be in vio-
lation of the rules of this Association by the Commissioner,
whether or not such finding results in the imposition of pen-
alty, may appeal the finding of the Commissioner if he/she
takes issue with it, or may appeal the penalty imposed, if any,
if he/she, while not disagreeing with the finding, believes the
penalty to be too severe. The appeal must be filed so that it
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is received in the office of this Association within ten (10)
business days of the receipt of the Commissioner’s finding
and/or notification of the imposition of penalty. Failure to
file an appeal so that it is received in the office of this Asso-
ciation within the ten (10) business days allowed shall be
deemed a waiver of the right to appeal as granted herein. The
cost of the appeal, including the Association’s attorney fees,
shall be borne by the appellant if the finding of the Commis-
sioner or the penalty as imposed is upheld. Appeals shall
be considered by the Sectional Appeals Committee, which
serves the administrative section in which the petitioning
school is located, only at a regularly scheduled meeting.
If, however, the finding of the Commissioner arises from
a situation involving or affecting member schools in more
than one administrative section, or the finding results in the
imposition of a penalty of restrictive probation, suspension
probation or expulsion against a member school, an appeal
of that finding shall be forwarded directly to the Board of
Directors.

13.2.2  The principal of a member school or his/her des-
ignee, or any other individual, may request a waiver of any
Bylaw or other regulation, guideline, policy or procedure
of this Association not directly related to student eligibility
when special circumstances arise that, in the principal or his/
her designee’s opinion, or in the opinion of the individual,
call for relief from, or a modification of the effects of the
rule. Such requests for waiver shall be considered by the
Sectional Appeals Committee which serves the administra-
tive section in which the petitioning schools is located only
at a regularly scheduled meeting, unless the effect of the
waiver requested would affect member schools in more than
the one administrative section, in which case the request for
waiver shall be forwarded directly to the Board of Direc-
tors.

13.2.3  When filing an appeal of a finding by the Com-
missioner or the imposition of a penalty, or when filing a
request for waiver of any rule of this Association, the follow-
ing procedures shall apply:

(A) The appeal or request for waiver must be filed with
the Commissioner in writing and must be accompanied by
all necessary documentation. The appeal or request must
be signed by the principal or his/her designee, or other indi-
vidual, and filed so that it is received in the office of this
Association not later than 5 p.m. Eastern Time on the filing
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The Board of Directors has
aetermined that it will not
hear any evidence that was
not presented fo the Sectional
Appeals Committee when
considering an appeal of the
commitiee’s decision. Any
such new evidence must be
resubmitted to the Sectional
Appeals Committee. Once
the Board of Directors issues
a decision on an appeal, that
case is concluded so far as
the Association is concerned
and may not be resubmit-
ted to either the Commis-
sioner; the Sectional Appéeals
committee or the Board of
Directors.

dates established by the Board of Directors and printed in the
FHSAA Activities Planning Calendar. Appeals and requests
received after the deadline date will not be considered at that
Sectional Appeals Committee meeting, but will be placed
on the agenda for the next regularly scheduled meeting. No
exceptions will be made. Only that documentation which is
relevant to the appeal or request should be included.

(B) An appearance by the principal or his/her designee, or
other individual, before the Sectional Appeals Committee is
optional for any appeal or request directed to that body. If
the principal or his/her designee, or other individual, choose
to appear before the Sectional Appeals Committee he/she
must notify the Commissioner of his/her intent to do so at
the time the request for appeal or waiver is filed and a time
for the appearance will be assigned. Otherwise, the princi-
pal or his/her designee, or other individual, may attend the
meeting but will not be permitted to address the Sectional
Appeals Committee. A twenty (20) minute block will be
allotted for each case involving an appearance. A member
school or other individual may be represented at the hearing
by an attorney of its/his/her choice.

(C) The Sectional Appeals Commitee is empowered to
sustain, modify or overturn the decision of the Commis-
sioner in each case which comes before it. The Sectional
Appeals Committee, in most cases, will render an immediate
decision on each appeal or request for waiver unless a ques-
tion arises which prompts the committee to table disposition
of a case. The decision of the Sectional Appeals Committee
in each case shall be by majority vote.

13.2.4  An unfavorable decision by the Sectional
Appeals Committee on an appeal or request for waiver may
be appealed to the Board of Directors at its next regularly
scheduled meeting by the member school principal, or other
individual, if he/she takes issue with it. The effects of the
Sectional Appeals Committee decision, however, shall be
final until a disposition of the case by the Board of Directors.
The request for an appeal hearing before the Board of Direc-
tors must be made in writing to the Commissioner, must be
signed by the member school principal or his/her designee,
or other individual, and must be received in the office of
this Association within five (5) business days following the
date of the Sectional Appeals Committee meeting. Failure
to file a request for an appeal hearing before the Board of
Directors within the five (5) business days following the
date of the Sectional Appeals Committee meeting shall be
deemed a waiver of the right of an appeal as granted herein.
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An appearance by the principal or his/her designee, or other
individual, before the Board of Directors in such cases is
optional. If, however, the principal or his/her designee,
or other individual, chooses to appear before the Board
of Directors such appearance shall be subject to the same
provisions as set forth in Article 13.2.3(A). The Board of
Directors is empowered to sustain, modify or overturn the
decision of the Sectional Appeals Committee and/or the
Commissioner in each case which comes before it. The
decision of the Board of Directors in each case shall be by
majority vote and shall be final.

13.2.5 Appeals of a finding by the Commissioner
which arises from a situation involving or affecting member
schools in more than the one administrative section, or a
finding which results in the imposition of a penalty of restric-
tive probation, suspension probation or expulsion against a
member school, an appeal of that finding shall be forwarded
directly to the Board of Directors. Requests for waiver of a
rule of this Association that, if granted, would affect member
schools in more than the one administrative section shall be
forwarded directly to the Board of Directors. An appearance
by the member school principal or his/her designee before
the Board of Directors shall be mandatory for any appeal of
a finding by the Commissioner which results in the imposi-
tion of a penalty of restrictive probation, suspension proba-
tion or expulsion against the member school. An appearance
by the member school principal or his/her designee in all
other cases shall be optional. The Commissioner shall be
notified as to the names of the individual(s) who will appear
before the Board of Directors at the time the appeal is filed.
Otherwise, the principal or his/her designee may attend the
meeting but will not be permitted to address the Board of
Directors. A twenty (20) minute block will be allotted for
each case involving an appearance. A member school may
be represented at the hearing by an attorney of its choice,
but such representation shall not excuse the appearance of a
member school principal or his/her designee who is required
to appear before the Board of Directors as set forth herein.
The Board of Directors is empowered to sustain, modify
or overturn the decision of the Commissioner in each case
which comes before it. The decision of the Board of Direc-
tors in each case shall be by majority vote and shall be
final.
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Bylaw 13.3.1 amended by
2002 Representative Assem-
bly; stipulates that a member
school that unsuccesstully
appeals a decision of the
Commissioner must pay any
attorney's fees incurred by the
Association in its defense of
the Commissioner’s decision.

13.3  Findings Arising from Disputes
Between Member Schools

13.3.1 A member school principal or his/her designee
may appeal a finding by the Commissioner which arises
from a dispute between his/her school and one or more
other member schools. The appeal must be filed so that it
is received in the office of this Association within ten (10)
business days of the receipt of the Commissioner’s finding.
Failure to file an appeal so that it is received in the office of
this Association within the ten (10) business days allowed
shall be deemed a waiver of the right to appeal as granted
herein. The cost of the appeal, including the Association’s
attorney fees, shall be borne by the appellant if the find-
ing of the Commissioner is upheld. If all member schools
which are parties to the dispute are located within the same
administrative section, the appeal shall be heard by the Sec-
tional Appeals Committee in that administration section. If,
however, one or more of the member schools which are par-
ties to the dispute is/are located in different administrative
sections, the appeal must be heard by the Board of Direc-
tors. A decision by the Sectional Appeals Committee, which
shall be by majority vote, may be appealed to the Board of
Directors pursuant to the provisions of Article 13.2.4. An
appearance by the principal or his/her designee of one or
all of the member schools which are parties to the dispute
before the Sectional Appeals Committee and/or the Board
of Directors may be required. Such an appearance, in all
cases, shall be permissible if the principal(s) or his/her/their
designees request an appearance. The Board of Directors is
empowered to sustain, modify or overturn the decision of
the Commissioner in each case which comes before it. The
decision of the Board of Directors in each case shall be by
majority vote and shall be final.

13.4  Procedure in Cases of Expulsion

13.4.1 When the Commissioner believes that his/her
preliminary findings in any investigation into any violation
of any rule of this Association warrants the expulsion of a
school from membership in this Association, the following
procedure shall be followed:

(A) The Commissioner shall notify the principal of the
accused school of his/her preliminary findings and shall set
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a date for a hearing on the allegations and preliminary find-
ings. The date of this hearing shall be by mutual agreement
of the Commissioner and the principal of the accused school,
but shall be not less than five (5) working days and not more
than fifteen (15) working days from the date the notice is
mailed by certified or registered mail to the principal of the
accused school from the office of this Association unless the
principal of the accused school can show just cause for a
reasonable delay in the hearing. The site of the hearing shall
be in the office of this Association.

(B) During the hearing, which shall be conducted by
the Commissioner or his/her designee, the accused school
may have an attorney present, and may present witnesses,
testimony, and any other relevent evidence or information
for consideration by the Commissioner. The Commissioner
may also request, or allow, the presentation of witnesses,
testimony, and any other relevent evidence or information
by another member school(s) which may have been affected
by, or have direct knowledge of, the violations which the
accused school is alleged to have committed.

(C) Following the hearing, the Commissioner shall reach a
conclusion as to his/her findings, shall make a final decision
as to the disciplinary action, if any, to be taken against the
accused school, and shall notify the principal of the accused
school of the findings and the disciplinary action, if any, to
be imposed. If it is the final determination of the Commis-
sioner that the accused school be expelled from membership
in this Association, he/she shall further notify the principal
of the accused school that such expulsion shall be effective
on a date not less than ten (10) business days from the date
on which the final decision is rendered. The Commissioner
shall inform the principal of the accused school of his/her
right to request an appeal of the Commissioner’s findings
and decision to expel his/her school from membership in the
Association within five (5) business days. The request for
appeal must be in writing and must be received in the office
of this Association within the five (5) day limit. Failure to file
a request for an appeal so that it is received in the office of
this Association within the five (5) day limit shall be deemed
a waiver of the right to appeal as granted herein. The cost of
the appeal, including the Association’s attorney fees, shall be
borne by the apellant if the finding and decision of the Com-
missioner are upheld. If the principal of the accused school
properly requests such an appeal, the Commissioner shall
schedule the appeal to be heard by the Board of Directors
prior to the date on which expulsion of the accused school is
to occur. If the Board of Directors is scheduled to meet prior
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to that date, the appeal will be heard during its regularly
scheduled meeting. If, however, the Board of Directors is
not scheduled to meet prior to that date, a special meeting of
the Board of Directors shall be called for the express purpose
of hearing the appeal of the accused school.

(D) During the hearing of the appeal by the Board of
Directors, the accused school may have an attorney present,
may present witnesses, testimony, and any other relevent
evidence or information for consideration by the Board of
Directors. The Commissioner may also may present wit-
nesses, testimony, and any other relevent evidence or infor-
mation for consideration by the Board of Directors. After
hearing the evidence and arguments, the Board of Directors
shall render its decision by majority vote. The Board of
Directors is empowered to sustain, modify or overturn the
decision of the Commissioner in each case which comes
before it. The decision of the Board of Directors shall be
final.

13.4.2 A school which has been expelled from member-
ship in this Association for a period of one or more calendar
years may apply for reinstatement after a period of one cal-
endar year and then yearly thereafter. The principal of the
school must notify the Commissioner in writing that he/she
intends to apply for reinstatement and request to be placed
on the agenda for the next regularly scheduled meeting of
the Board of Directors. The principal shall then make a
verbal appeal for reinstatement before the Board of Direc-
tors at that meeting. A school expelled from membership in
this Association shall be reinstated only upon approval by a
majority vote of the Board of Directors.

13.5 Compliance with Decisions

13.5.1 The administrative decisions of the Board of
Directors, Sectional Appeals Committee and Commissioner
shall be accepted in good faith by all member schools. The
principal of any member school who, by any act or attitude,
shall refuse to accept, or shall hold in contempt or derision,
or shall permit or acquiesce in such contempt or derision on
the part of any group or individual associated with his/her
school, shall subject his/her school to expulsion from this
Association. These provisions are not to be construed as
preventing the principal of a member school from exercising
his/her school’s right to due process by appealing decisions
of the Commissioner to the Sectional Appeals Committee
and/or the Board of Directors.
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14.1 Submission of Amendments

14.1.1 Each member school representative, the Board
of Directors acting as a whole or as members acting indi-
vidually, any advisory committee acting as a whole to be
established by the Association, and the Association’s Com-
missioner are empowered to propose amendments to the
Bylaws. Any other individual may propose an amendment
by securing the sponsorship of any of the aforementioned
individuals or bodies. Proposed amendments to the Bylaws
must be submitted to the Commissioner not less than sixty
(60) days prior to consideration by the Representative
Assembly. All proposed amendments received by the dead-
line shall be submitted by the Commissioner directly to the
Representative Assembly for its consideration.

14.2  Action by Representative Assembly

14.2.1 The Representative Assembly shall consider,
adopt, or reject any proposed amendments to these Bylaws.
The Representative Assembly, while empowered to adopt,
reject, or revise proposed amendments, may not, in and of
itself, as a body be allowed to propose any amendment for
its own consideration. Any revision to a proposed amend-
ment by the Representative Assembly shall require the writ-
ten authorization of its original sponsor(s). Such revisions
shall require a majority of the votes cast of delegates to the
Assembly.

14.2.2 A two-thirds majority of the votes cast by del-
egates present is required for passage of any proposal. A
vote on the final passage of any proposal shall be by roll call
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Proposals to amend these
Bylaws must be received in
the FHSAA Office not later
than & p.m. Friday, Feb. 7,
2003 to be submitted to the
2003 Representative Assem-
bly for its consideration. The
“Proposal to Amend Bylaws of
the Floriaa High School Activi-
ties Association” form is Form
GA4 in the 2002-03 FHSAA
Forms Book, as well as on the
forms page of the FHSAA web
site (www.fhsaa.org).

The 2003 Representative
Assembly will meet for the
purpose of considering
proposals to amend these
Bylaws on April 14-15, 2003
at the FHSAA Office, 1801 NW
80th Boulevard, Gainesville,
Florida.
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or signed ballot with the vote cast by each delegate reported
to the member schools.

14.3  Effective Date of Amendments

14.3.1 An amendment shall become effective on the
first day of July following its adoption unless otherwise
specified.

14.4 Compliance with Florida Statutes

14.4.1 The Board of Directors and Commissioner are
authorized to make necessary adjustments in these Bylaws
to be consistent with Florida Statutes.
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